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(From the Christian Observer.) _ 


THE execution of the Duke 
of Hamilton and the Earl of Hol- 
land having been performed, the 
Lord Capel was brought to the 
scaffold, and in the way he put 
off his hat to the. people on both 
sides: and being come upon 
the scaffold, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Beecher said to him, Is your 
chaplain here ? 

Capel. No, I have taken my 
leave of him. And perceiving 
some of his servants to weep, 
he said, Gentlemen, refrain your- 
selves, refrain yourselves. And 
turning to Colonel Beecher, he 
said, What ! did the lords speak 
with their hats off, or no? . 

Col. Beecher. With their hats 
off. And then coming to the 
front of the scaffold, he said, I 
shall hardly be understood here, 
I think; and then began his 
speech as followeth : 

“ The conclusion that I made 
with those that sent me hither, 
and are the cause of this violent 
death of mine, shall be the be- 
ginning of what I shall say to 
you. When I made an address 
to them, (which was the last) I 
told them with much sincerity, 
that I would pray to the God of 
all mercies, that they might be 
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partakers of his inestimable and 
boundless mercies in Jesus 
Christ ; and truly I still pray 
that prayer ; and I beseech the 
God of heaven forgive any in- 
jury they have done to me, from 
my soul I wish it: and this I 
tell you as a Christian, to let you 
see lama Christian. But it is 
necessary I should tell you some- 
what more, that I am a Protest- 
ant; and truly I am a Protest- 
ant, and very much in love with 
the profession of it, after the 
manner as it was established in 
England by the thirty-nine arti- 
cles; a blessed way of profes- 
sion, and such an one as truly I 
never knew any so good. Iam 
so far from being a Papist, which 
somebody has very unworthily 
at some time charged me withal, 
that truly I profess to you, that 
though I love works, and 
commend good works, yet I hold 
they have nothing at all to do in 
the matter of salvation ; my an- 
chor-hold is this, That Christ 
loved me, and gave himself for 
me: this is that that 1 rest 
upon. 

“ And truly something I shall 
say to you as a citizen of the 
whole world, and in that con- 
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sideration I am here condemned 
to die, contrary to the law that 
governs all the world, that is, 
the law of the sword ; I had the 
protection of that for my life, 
and the honour of it ; but I will 
not trouble you much with that, 
because in another place I have 
spoken very largely and liberally 
about it. I believe you will hear 
by other means what arguments 
I used in that case: but truly 
that which is stranger, you that. 
are Englishmen, behold here an 
Englishman before you, and ac- 
knowledged a peer, not condemn- 
ed to die by any law of England, 
not by any law of England ; and, 
shall I teli you more? (which is 
strangest of all) contrary to all 
the laws of England that I know 
of. And truly I will tell you, in 
the matter of the civil part of 
my. death, and the cause that I 
have maintained, I die (I take it) 
for maintaining the fifth com- 
mandment, enjoined by God 
himself, which enjoins reverence 
and obedience to parents. All 
divines on all hands, though they 
contradict one another in many 
several opinions, yet all divines 
on all hands do. acknowledge, 
that here is intended magistracy 
and order; and certainly I have 
obeyed that magistracy and that 
erder under which I have lived, 
which I was bound to obey; 
and truly, I can say it very con- 
fidently, that I do die here for 
keeping, for obeying that fifth 
commandment given by God 
himself, and written with his 
own finger: and now, Gentle- 
men, I will take this opportunity 
to tell you, that I cannot imitate 
a better nor a greater ingenuous- 
ness than his, that said of him- 
self, for suffering an unjust judg- 
ment upon another, himself was 
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brought to suffer by an unjust 


judgment. Truly, Gentlemen, 
that God may be glorified, that 
all men that are concerned ih it 
may take the occasion of it, of 
humble repentance to God Al- 
mighty for it: I do here profess 
to you, that I'did give my vote 
to that bill against the Earl of 
Strafford ; I doubt not but God 
Almighty hath washed that away 
with a more precious blood, the 
blood of his own Son, and my 
dear Saviour Jesus Christ; and 
I hope he will wash it away from 
all those that are guilty of it. 
Truly, this I may say, [ had not 
the least part nor degree of mal- 
ice in doing of it; but 1 must 
confess again to Ged’s glory, 
and the accusation of mine own 
frailty, and the frailty of my na- 
ture, that it Was unworthy cow- 
ardice not to resist so great a 
torrent as carried that business 
at that time. And truly, this, I 
think, I am most guilty of, of 
not courage enough in it, but 
malice I had none ; but whatso- 
ever it was, God, I am sure, hath 
pardoned it, hath given me the 
assurance of it, that Christ Jesus 
his blood hath washed it away ; 
and truly, 1 do from my soul 
wish, that all men that have any 
stain by it may seriously repent, 
and receive a remission and par- 
don from God fer it. And now, 
Gentlemen, we have an occasion 
from this intimation to remem- 
ber his Majesty our king that 
last was; and I cannot speak of 
him, nor think of if, but I must 
needs say, that in my opinion, 
who have had time to consider 
all the images of the greatest 
and virtuousest princes in the 
world; and, in my _ opinion, 
there was not a more virtuous 
and more sufficient prince knowa 
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in the world than our gracious 
King Charles that died last: 
God Almighty preserve our 
king that now is, his son ; God 
send him more fortune and long- 
er days ; God Almighty so as- 
sist him, that he may exceed 
both the virtues and sufficiencies 
of his father. I pray God re- 
store him to this kingdom, and 
unite the kingdoms one to anoth- 
er, and send a great happiness 
both to you and to him, that he 
may long live and reign among 
you, and that that family may 
reign till thy kingdom come, 
that is, while all temporal power 
is consummated : I beseech God 
of his mercy give much happi- 
ness to this your king, to you 
that shall be his faithful subjects 
by the grace of Jesus Christ. 

“ Truly I like my beginning 
so well that I will make my con- 
clusion with it; that is, that God 
Almighty would confer, of his 
infinite and inestimable grace 
and mercy, to those that are the 
cause of my coming hither, I 
pray God give them as much 
mercy as their hearts can wish ; 
and for my part I will not accuse 
any one of them of malice, truly 
I will not, nay, I will not think 
there was any malice in them. 
What other end there is, I know 
not, nor will I examine ; but let 
it be what it will, from my very 
soul I forgive them every one. 
And so the Lord of heaven bless 
you all, God Almighty be infin- 
ite in goodness and mercy to 
you, and direct you in those 
ways of obedience to his com- 
mands, to his Majesty, that this 
kingdom may be an happy and 
glorious nation again, and that 
your king may be an happy king 
in so good and so obedient peo- 


ple ; God Almighty keep you 


ali; Ged Almighty preserve 
this kingdom; God Almighty 
preserve you all.” 

Then turning about; and look- 
ing for the joer {who 
was gone off the scaffold) he 
said, “* Which is the gentleman ? 
Which is the man?” Answer 
was made, he is coming: he 
then said, * Stay, § must pull off 
my doublet first, and my waist- 
coat.” And then the execution- 
er being come upon the scaffold, 
the Lord Capel said, “ O friend; 
prithee come hither.” Then the 
executioner kneeling down, the 
Lord Capel said, “ 1 forgive thee 
from my soul, and not only for- 

ve thee, but I shall pray to 
Boe to give thee all grace for a 
better life. There is five pounds 
for thee; and truly, for my 
clothes, and those things, if there 
be any thing due to you, for it 
you shall be fully recompensed ; 
but I desire my body may not be 
stripped here, and nobody to 
take notice of my body but my 
own servants. Look you, friend, 


this I shall desire of you, that 


when I lie down you would give 
me time for a particular short 
prayer.” 

L. Col. Beecher, Make your 
own sign, my lord. 

Capel. “Stay a little: which 
side do you stand upon ?” (speak- 
ing to the executioner.) “ Stay, 
I think I should lay my hands 
forward that way (fointing fore- 
right) ;’’ and answer being made, 
yes ; he stood still a little while, 
and then said, “* God Almighty 
bless all this people ; God Al- 


mighty stanch this blood ; God . 


Almighty stanch, stanch, atanch 
this issue of blood. This will 
not do the business: God Al- 
mighty find out another way to 
do it.” And then turning te 
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one of his’* servants, he said, 
“ Baldwin, I cannot see any 
thing that belongs to my wife ; 
but I must’ desire thee and be- 
seech her -to rest. wholly upon 
Jesus Christ, to be contented, 
and fully satisfied.” And then 
speaking to his servants, he 
said, “ God keep you ; and Gen- 
tlemen, let me now do a busi- 
ness quickly, privately ; and pray 
let me have your prayers at the 
moment of death, that God would 
receive my soul.” 

L. Col. Beecher. 1 wish it. 

Capel. “ Pray, at the moment 
of striking, join your prayers, 
but make no naise (‘turning to his 
servanis) ; it is inconvenient at 
this time.” 

Servant. My lord, put on your 
cap. - 
Capel. “Should I? what, will 
that do me good? stay a little, 
itis wellas itis now.” (48 se 
was putting uft his hatr.) 

And then turning to the exe- 
cutioner, he said, “* Honest man, 
I-have forgiven thee, therefore 
strike boldly, from my soul I do 
it.” 

Then a gentleman speaking 
to him, he said, “ Nay, prithee 
be contented, be quieted, good 
Mr. ‘be quiet.” 

Then turning to the execu- 
tioner, he said, “ Well, you are 
ready when I am ready, are you 
not?” And stretching out his 
hands, he said, “ Then pray 
stand off, Gentlemen.” Then 
going to the front of the scaf- 
fold, he said to the people, 
“ Gentlemen, though I doubt 
not of it, yet I think it conve- 
nient to ask it of you, that you 
would all join in prayers with 
me, that God would mercifully 
receive my soul, and that for his 
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alone mercies in Christ Jesus, 
God Almighty keep you all.” 

Execut. My lord, shall I put 
up your hair ? 

Capel. “ Ay, ay, prithee do ;” 
and then as he stood lifting up 
his hands and eyes, he said, “ O 
God, I do with a perfect and a 
willing heart submit to thy will: 
O God, I do most willingly hum- 
ble myself.” And then kneel- 
ing down, said, “1 will try first 
how I can lie; and laying his 
head over the block, said, “ Am 
I well now ?” 

Execut. Yes. 

And then, as he lay with both 
his hands stretched out, he said 
to the executioner, * Here lie 
both my hands out ; when I lift 
up my hands thus, (4/fting uf his 
right hand) then you may 
strike.” 

And then, after he had said a 
short prayer, he lifted up his 
right hand, and the executioner. 
at one blow severed his head 
from his body, which was taken 
up by his servants, and put, with 
his body, into a coffin, as the for- 
mer, 

——. + eo 


THE NATURE AND EFFECTS 
OF CHRISTIAN COURTESY 
EXEMPLIFIED. 


(From the Christian Observer.) 


A snort time ago, I paid a 
visit to an old friend at his resi- 
dence in a remote part of the 
kingdom, whom I had not seen 
for eighteen years, and I am dis- 
posed to think the narrative of 
the circumstances of that inter- 
view, and of the consequences 
attending it, will not be uninter- 
esting to yourself or your read- 
ers. 

My acquaintance with The- 




















1805. ] Christian Courtesy exemplified. 237 


ophilus (for that is the title un- 
der which I shall conceal the 
name of my friend) began at the 
university, which we entered 
and quitted nearly at the same 
time ; and it was improved into 
an intimacy by an occasional in- 
tercourse of several years. He 
was sensible, lively, affable, gen- 
erous, and humane; but with 
these qualities he had one fault, 
which often made me. tremble 
for its consequences, an impetu- 
osity of temper, which ill brook- 
ed opposition or restraint. In 
1785 I left England, under a 
promise of writing to Theophi- 
lus, which I never performed, 
although I always retained a sin- 
cere regard for him. I returned 
to my native country at the close 
of the last century, and inquiring 
after the companion of my youth, 
I learnt that, in 1787, he had 
succeeded .to a large estate in 
shire, and had ever since 
lived in the country, visiting the 
metropolis only when_called to 
it by business of importance. 
Intending to surprise him by 
an early visit, I forbore writing 
to him, but from circumstances 
which it is unnecessary to par- 
ticularize, I had no opportunity 
of executing my intention before 
the beginning of last September, 
when, without any previous no- 
tice, I repaired to his house. At 
the distance of three quarters of 
a mile from it, I passed through 
a village, which I was informed 
had been established by Theoph- 
ilus ;; the neatness of the cot- 
tages, and the appearance of 
their inhabitants bespoke indus- 
try, order, economy, and com- 
fort. My name, as that of a per- 
fect stranger, was announced to 
him by a servant. I heard it 
Fepeated with a vivacity which 





convinced me that 1 was not for- 
gotten, and that I should be a 
welcome visitor: inga moment 
afterwards. my friend took me 
by the hand, and his voice con- 
firmed what his countenance ex- 
pressed, that he was really glad 
to see me. 

We had chatted more than an 
hour, with all the hilarity and in- 
terest which a renewed friend- 
ship, after long separation, in- 
spires, when we were most disa- 
greeably interrupted by rude 
noises at the gate : a servant en- 
tering announced the arrival of 
some clamorous complainants, 
who required the interposition of 
my friend as a magistrate. He 
immediately arose, apologised for 
the necessity of attending his du- 
ty, and was preparing to leave 
the room, when I requested to 
accompany him. The parties 
stated their complaints, which 
had arisen out of a drunken 
brawl, with the greatest vehe- 
mence, although they were so 
trifling and ridiculous, that I 
could not suppress my vexationat 
the ill-timed intrusion. My friend, 
however, heard them, not mere- 
ly with patience, but with com- 
placency, and | admired the dex- 
terity with which he soothed and 
composed the enraged oppo- 
nents, and the well-adapted im- 
pressive admonition with which 
he discharged, after having rec- 
onciled,them. All this was done 
without any emotion, and with so 
much good humour, that I could 
not conceal my surprise... The- 
ophilus, smiling, replied, “ You 
knew me at atime when I should 
not have borne such a scene with 
so much composure ;_ but since 
our separation I have been study- 
ing morals and manners in that 
book, (pointing to one which I 
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saw was a Bible): in that,’ con- 
tinuing his discourse with a ri- 
sing animation in his voice and 
eyes, “there is a character de- 
scribed, which no mortal can ev- 
er hope to equal, but which I dai- 
ly study, as a model of unattain- 
able though imitable perfection ; 
a character which combines such 
dignity and condescension, such 
sublimity and humility, so much 
forbearance under affront, such 
patience under ill usage, such 
love to God, and such good will 
to man, evinced by habitual piety 
and philanthropy, that even men 
of the world are compelled to ad- 
mire it, whilst those to whom it is 
given to understand it love and 
adore it. Imagination never con- 
ceived a character so amiable, so 
elevated.” From this and some 
other expressions I suspected 
that Theophilus had become a 
Methodist ; and the morning and 
evening use of family prayer, 
with the general tenour of his 
conversation, so different from 
what it used to be, tended strong- 
ly to confirm the suspicion, al- 
though I saw nothing in his be- 
haviour, or in that of his family, 
of the cant, precision, and for- 
mality attributed to people of 
that denomination. The suspi- 
cion, however, (I now confess it 
with shame,) abated somewhat of 
that cordiality which I felt on the 
first renewal of our intimacy ; 
but an intercourse of a few days 
completely annihilated it, and 
my admiration of his character 
and love of his person hourly in- 
creased. His deportment was 
so invariably courteous and kind, 
his conversation, though serious, 
was so free from gloom, so affa- 
ble and cheerful, his whole de- 
meanour was so graceful and en- 
gaging, that I never saw the 
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character of a fine gentleman 
more strikingly displayed than 
by him. Decorum, civility, and 
politeness, we expect, and usu- 
ally find, in persons of a certain 
rank in life ; but in him they ap- 
peared the expressions of innate 
benevolence. His complacency 
was without effort, the result of 
principle, the indication of a mind 
disciplined and composed; and 
although I knew that his thoughts 
were frequently occupied by bu- 
siness of urgent importance, 
which required intense consider- 
ation, I never saw him absent or 
embarrassed in society, or inat- 
tentive to conversation, to which, 
without any appearance of dic- 
tating, he often gave an improv- 
ing and entertaining tone. But 
nothing struck me more forcibly 
than his behaviour to young peo- 
ple ; he seemed to feel that to 
be extensively useful to them he 
must possess their esteem and 
confidence, and as this was an 
object which he had constantly 
in view, he conciliated their at- 
tachment by a familiarity which 
never lessened their respect for 
him ; he would join them in the 
hours of recreation, participate 
their gaiety, and promote their 
innocent amusements ; and with- 
out the repulsive formality of in- 
struction contrived, even at those 
times, to impress upon their 
minds useful knowledge and im~ 
portant truths ; and when he as- 
sembled them, as he often did, 
for the express purpose of in- 
struction, it was conveyed in 
such a mode that they seemed 
as anxious to receive it as he was 
willing to impart it. Nor was 
the society of Theophilus less - 
agreeable to the aged ; the same 
behaviour endeared him to them 
which conciliated the young: in 
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short, as a master, a landlord, or 
a member of society, he was 
equally respected and esteemed 
by his family, his tenants, and 
his neighbours, and the influence 
of his opinions and conduct was 
beneficially felt wherever they 
were known. The embarrassed 
applied to him for advice, the 
distressed for assistance, and the 
unhappy for consolation, and the 
sympathy which he felt and ex- 
hibited on such occasions gave a 
grace to his generosity, and a 
softness to his admonition, which 
gained the affections, as well as 
the gratitude, of those whom he 
relieved. I regretted that I 
could not see him in the charac- 
ter of a husband and father, but 
he had lost his wife three years 
before my visit to him, and the 
death of his only child - had pre- 
ceded that of its mother. 

When I visited Theophilus it 
was my intention to pass a few 
days only with him, but I was 
attracted by the irresistible fasci- 
nation of his society to prolong 
my stay. I joined in all the dai- 
ly devotions of the family at first, 
rather (I will not disguise the 
truth) from a motive of conform- 
ity than from a sense of religion. 
But it was impossible to be long 
in the company of Theophilus 
without feeling the influence of 
his character. The union of pi- 
ety and external elegance is ir- 
resistible; in him they were 
united, beyond what I ever saw 
in any man, and it was evident 
that he had not learned polite- 
ness from the fashionable world 
only, but that it was the expres- 
sion of principle and feeling 
combined. The prayers which 
he used in the family were either 
those of our church, or compila- 
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tions from the different services 
of it, or compositions of our best 
divines ; and they were uttered 
by him with so much unfeigned 
devotion, that it was impossible 
to hear them often without being 
affected by them. I had, in fact, 
become in love with religion be- 
fore I knew what it was, for al- 
though my mind had not been 
indurated by the maxims of infi- 
del philosophy, I had never se- 
riously considered the subject of 
revelation. 

Theophilus remarked with 
pleasure the traces of this altera- 
tion, he improved the opportuni- 
ty afforded him by it, of introduc- 
ing moral and religious topics of 
conversation, to which, in the 
first days of our renewed ac- 
quaintance, I should have paid 
little attention ; and he led me 
insensibly to the perusal of books 
calculated to enlighten my un- 
derstanding, and awaken and 
alarm my apprehensions. Some- 
times he would descant on the 
frivolous or vicious pursuits of 
the times, expatiate on the mis- 
ery occasioned by them to indi- 
viduals, families, and the nation ; 
or contrast the turbulence and 
anxiety of a life of dissipation 
with the solid composure of a 
religious mind, and the dying 
despair or insensibility of the 
impenitent sinner, with the se- 
rene confidence of the true be- 
liever. All this was done with 
so much judgment, that I felt its 
effect without perceiving the ob- 
ject of it. To shorten the nar- 
rative, I had passed a month with 
him, when one evening after he 
had read a discourse to his fami- 
ly, which furnished the subject 
of our subsequent conversation, 
he addressed me with an awful 
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affecting seriousness, and in 
terms which I shall never for- 
get. 


“I love you, Edward (said he) 
and [ mean to give you a solid 
proof of my affection. Ovur 
friendship began in youth, and 
was founded on a similarity of 
dispositions, which led us to the 
same occupations and amuse- 
ments. Let the friendship of 
our declining years be cemented 
by the rational desire of promot- 
ing the eternal welfare of each 
other. I now look back to the 
time when we passed our morn- 
ings and evenings together, in 
follies and pleasures, as a period 
of delirium ; and wiuilst I trem- 
ble at the recollection of the 
dangers in which we were plung- 
ed by it, I adore with unspeaka- 
ble gratitude the mercy which 
rescued me from it. To you I 
am bound to make this confes- 
sion as an atonement for my 
criminality, in encouraging by 
my example and participation 
the thoughtless dissipation of 
your younger years. Ignorant 
of your situation abroad, and un- 
apprised even whether you were 
living or dead, what pain have I 
not felt from the recollection of 
that period ! and often have I 
raised my voice in prayer for 
you to the God of mercy, that he 
would look down upon you with 
compassion, and recal you from 
the dangerous courses in which 
you began the career of life. 
Most devoutly do I thank him, 
that he has afforded me an op- 
portunity of telling you this my- 
self; most devoutly do I im- 
plore him, that under his good 
providence I may be the means 
of rescuing my friend from the 
misery and destruction of sin. 
Eighteen years, the third part 
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of our lives, have elapsed in ab- 
sence from each other; they 
have passed like a dream, and 
the remainder of our allotted ex- 
istence, be it more or less, will 
soon vanish in the same man- 
ner, and the question, which we 
cannot evade, will then be asked, 
how we have passed our lives? 
Have we lived to the glory of 
God or to ourselves? What an 
alarming question to beings, who 
are created for an eternity of 
happiness or misery, deriving 
from nature a propensity to evil 
and aversion from good, with an 
incapacity in themselves to will 
or to do any thing pleasing to 
God. But the gracious Father 
of mankind has not placed his 
children in a state of remediless 
misery, he has not imposed obli- 
gations upon them which cannot 
be discharged; and though we 
cannot save ourselves, he has 
provided a salvation for us. | Pe- 
ruse the volume of eternal life, 
which has been given for our in- 
formation ; there the mystery of 
the redemption of man, which 
human imagination could never 
have conceived, is plainly reveal- 
ed. Ruined by sin, man must 
have perished forever, if the Son 
of God had not descended from 
heaven and made atonement for 
the sins of the world. He has 
borne the burthen of our iniqui- 
ties, and the gates of immortali- 
ty are no longer barred against 
us. Through faith m him we 
have access to the mansions of 
heavenly bliss, for he is the way, 
and the truth, and the life. But 
we cannot enter them with the 
pollutions of carnal desires and 
appetites, with earthly passions 
and affections ; our desires must 
first be spiritualized, our affec- 
tions sanctified, our nature must 
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undergo a purification, we must 
become new creatures before we 
are meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light ; 
for this purpose a Sanctifier is 
no less offered to man than a Re- 
deemer, who sheds his purifying 
influence upon those who de- 
voutly implore it, in the name of 
Jesus. Thus redeemed and 
sanctified, what a scene of glory 
opens to our view. The earth, 
with all its thrones and poten- 
tates, their dignities and splen- 
dours, fade before it like the 
shadows of the night before the 
rising ‘sun. But it is a theme 
too vast for mortal tongue, a 
vision too bright for human 
eyes.” 3 

Here Theophilus paused for a 
few moments, absorbed in con- 
templation of the divine wisdom 
and benevolence displayed in the 
redemption of man. 

“Such (contifuing his dis- 
course) is the glorious hope 
which God in Christ has reveal- 
ed to us; it is no fiction of the 
imagination, but rests wpon the 
immutable promise of the eter- 
nal Word, by whom the world 
was made. He calls upon all 
men to accept it, and prescribes 
the indispensable conditions of 
repentance and faith. Believe 
and be saved ; but faith, let it be 
remembered, must everbe shewn 
in love to him evinced by obedi- 
ence to his commandments ; 
that love which will make the 
duty of obedience easy and plea- 
sant. 

“ But the same Jesus has also 
declared this alarming truth, 
that there is a state of endless 
misery for those who reject the 
gracious offers of God through 
him ; who refuse to believe in 
their Saviour. Strive, my d€ar 
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Edward, to escape it, whilst yet 
the hour of grace is given to 
you. The first step towards re- 
ligion is a deep humiliating con- 
Viction that you are a sinner, 
and as such, an offence to a holy 
God, whose eyes are purer than 
to behold iniquity ; this willlead 
you to the consideration how 
you are to escape his wrath, and 
to the interposing mercy of 
Christ. May the divine grace 
impress this conviction deeply 
on your heart ; implore it in the 
name of Jesus ; put up your pe- 
titions also for understanding to 
comprehend the great mystery 
of redemption through a crucifi- 
ed Saviour, for repentance and 
faith ; and I will offer up mine 
that the Holy Spirit may pour 
down upon you his illumination, 
and by his sanctifying influence 
renew you in that righteousness 
and holiness without which no 
man shall see the Lord.” 

The tears fell from his eyes 
as he concluded, and mine had 
bedewed my cheeks whilst he 
was speaking. He strained me 
to his bosom with an affectionate 
embrace, and we separated for 
the night. 

I was too much affected by his 
discourse to enjoy much repose, 
and although my mind was in 
some degree prepared for its im- 
pression, it excited a variety of 
ideas which I had never before, 
or imperfectly, entertained. “ If 
this be true, in what condition 
am 1? Have I not lived without 
God in the world? a mere con- 
formist to the practice of relig- 
ion, without any knowledge of 
its spirit? What would become 
of my soul, if God this night 
should require it of me!” Such 
amongst many others were the 
reflections which occurred te 
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me. I felt a desire to pray, as 
well as the necessity of prayer, 
but I could scarcely utter more 
than repeated ejaculations. In 
the morning, though dejected, I 
was somewhat more composed, 
and I then confessed my sins to 
God, and implored his pardon in 
the name of Christ, with a devo- 
tion which I had never before 
felt. I made no hesitation in 
communicating all my emotions 
to, Theophilus ; he rejoiced to 
perceive them, and whilst he en- 
deavoured to relieve my mind 
from despondency, earnestly in- 
culeated the duty of benefiting 
by the grace of God, which 
through his means had been of- 
fered to me, as well as the dan- 
ger of rejecting it. 

You will anticipate the conclu- 
sion of my narrative: my in- 
valuable friend, who, by the bles- 
sing of God, sowed the seed of 
the word in my heart, never 
ceased to water it and promote 
its growth. We daily read the 
scriptures together, he shewed 
me the connexion between the 
Old and New Testament, point- 
ed out the most remarkable pro- 
phecies which had been com- 
pleted, particularly those relat- 
ing to the Messiah; explained 
difficult passages, and noticed 
others as affording important 
subjects for meditation ; and he 
read the sublime strains of devo- 
tion in the scriptures with a 
rapturous animation that seemed 
almost inspired. 

How different do I now ap- 
pear to myself from what I was 
when I entered the house of 
Theophilus. I look back with 
horrour to many scenes of my 
life, which I used to retrace with 


complacency ; and I feel more — 


satisfaction from this contrition 


than I ever derived from that dis- 
sipation in which I formerly 
thought myself happy. Under 
a deep and humiliating sense of 
the iniquities of my past life, I 
take a delight in spiritual medi- 
tations, Which, six months ago, 
I was incapable of conceiving. I 
look with trembling hope for 
pardon and redemption, through 
the atonement of a crucified 
Saviour ; and whilst, in humble 
dependence on the assistance of 
divine grace, I endeavour to work 
out my salvation with fear and 
trembling, I feel a joy and peace 
in believing, unknown before. 
Such, Sir, is my present state, 
for which, by the blessing of 
God, I am indebted to Theophi- 
lus. This narrative, if it have 
no other effect, will exemplify 
the great importance of a con- 
formity between external man- 
ners and internal rectitude. If, 
instead of appearing to me as he 
did, I had found my friend re- 
served, formal, and precise; if 
he had not won my esteem by 
the kindness and urbanity of his 
deportment.;. in short, if Chris- 
tianity in. him had not appeared 
as amiable as his profession of it 
was sincere, though | might have 
respected his virtues, if I could 
have discovered them, I should 
probably have left his house after 
a few days residence in it with 
the same mind with which I en- 
tered it. But I would not be 
understood, by any thing I have 
said, to depreciate from the 
worth of those plain, simple, un- 
polished characters, who bear the 
rich jewels of Christian faith 
and love in an unseemly casket. 
The religion of Christ is, doubt- 
less, made for the poor and un- 


educated, as well as for the rich 


and* polite. Its proper effect, 
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however, in all, is to produce that 
genuine pdliteness of manner 
which consists in affability, kind- 
ness, courtesy, and condescen- 
sion; and although many are 
debarred from acquiring the easy 
and graceful manners, and the 
external polish of Theophilus, 
yet the Christian humility and 
the Christian love, which give te 
these their intrinsick value, are 
equally attainable by all who are 
truly religious, and ought to be 
uniformly exhibited in their con- 
duct and conversation. 

This last week has _ placed 
Theophilus in a new point of 
view. He has been confined to 
his room, for the first time of his 
life, with a most painful disorder, 
which scarcely allows him sleep 
or repose. But his temper has 
suffered no alteration ;_ placid, 
patient, and submissive, he bears 
the severity of disease with- 
out a murmur, and jeaves the 
event to him with whom are the 
issues of life and death. There 
are intervals in which the fer- 
vour of devotion suspends the in- 
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tensity of pain ; and when he ex- 
patiates on the ineffable love and 
mercy of God, as revealed in Je- 
sus, the animation of his counte- 
nance bespeaks not only grati- 
tude, but all the joy of hope. 
You will ask, Sir, what are my 
feelings on this trying occasion : 
I know not how to describe the 
mixed sensations of grief, anxie- 
ty, admiration, fear, and affec- 
tion ; they are best expressed by 
my fervent prayers to God for 
his recovery. The crowd of anx- 
ious inquirers, which surrounds 
his house, shews how extensive- 
ly he is beloved; and returning 
yesterday from the church, the 
humid eyes, desponding faces, 
and unsuppressed sighs of his 
friends and neighbours, who ex- 
plored my looks with penetrating 
anxiety, affected my heart in a 
manner which I cannot describe. 
He is now somewhat recovered, © 
and we have a fair prospect of his 
restoration to health. I tremble, 
however, whilst I write ; but 
would say, Thy will, O God, be 
done. ASIATICUS. 











Religious Communications, 


For the Panoplist. 
ON THE. PAGAN DAMONS. 


Tue religion of the ancients 
consisted chiefly in the worship 
of Dzxmons.* These, like the 
Manes and Lares of the Romans, 
were supposed to be the souls of 
departed men. Plato mentions 
the Demons as a race of beings, 
by whom many things are dis- 
covered, and many good offices 
done to men, He describes them 
aspan order of beings between 
men and gods. They are the 


persons, who by their mediation 
carry the vows and prayers of 
* Bryant, 


mortals to heaven, and in return 
bring down the divine behests to 
earth. Hesiod specifies, who 
they were, and when they lived. 
They lived in the time of Chro- 
nus, or Noah. When they died 
they became Demons, benevolent 
beings, who reside within the 
verge of earth, and were guardi- 
ans of mankind. Somewhat like 
this was the account of the Chris- 
tian father, Clemens of Alexany 
dria. 

The Lares and Manes, domes- 
tick deities of the Hetrurians and 
Latines, were the same person. 
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ages, under different names. 
They were the arkite ancestors 
of mankind, preserved in the Lq- 
ren or ark. The feasts in hon- 
our of these deities were styled 


Larentalia, celebrated by the Ro- 


mans every year. 

It is said by Damascius, that 
to Sadyc, the man of justice, were 
born sons, who were styled the 
Dioscori and Cabiri. This is the 
identical name, which Moses 
gives to Noah. He says he was 
Sadic, a just man. These Cabiri 
are represented as Demons, and 
in number three.. Their father 
is sometimes called Helius, and 
they,the offspring ofthe sun. Stra- 
bo says they were a kind of Dez- 
mons. Among Pagans the com- 
mon acceptation of Demon was 
favourable, as in Acts xvii. “ He 
seemeth to be a setter forth of 
strange Gods,” or Demons.* 

From these brief extracts.from 
ancient writers several reflections 
occur, 

1. We see how natural has 
been the idea of a Mediator to 
mankind. Pagans destitute of 
revelation, who, having never 
heard of “ the Seed of the wom- 
an,” the Messiah, the Saviour, 
the Mediator, feeling their ne- 
cessities, framed the idea of nu- 
merous mediators. Fearing they 
should be consumed, they adopt- 
ed an ineffectual measure ; they 
constituted their deceased ances- 
tors and ‘friends to mediate be- 
tween God and them. How does 
this reproach the conduct of 
those, whe reject the Mediator, 
revealed to them in the gospel! 

2. The religion of Pagans sup- 
ports one important fact of rev- 
elation, the deluge of Noah. 
“ The arkite ancestors of man- 
kind” were considered as Dz- 


* See Campbell on the Gospels. 


mons. They were honoured 
with annual festival& This im- 
portant fact was remembered and 
celebrated even where the doc- 
trines and duties of revealed reli- 
gion were forgotten. 

3. Weare led to reflect on the 
unhappy translation of Daimoon 
and Datmonion in the New-Tes- 
tament, The first is used five, 
the other sixty times, translated 
Devil. We read of persons pos- 
sessed with devils, with seven 
devils, with a éegion of devils ; 
yet scripture abundantly teaches 
us, there is but ome devil; 
This ought not so tq be. The 
word, so often translated devil, 
should be rendered Demon. 
These were sometimes bad, but 
often among the Pagans consid- 
ered as good beings. 

4, Were those agents real or 
imaginary ? Mr. Farmar has 
written elaborately and plausibly 
to prove them imaginary ; but 
when we consider the agency as- 
cribed tq them by the sacred 
writers, their conversations, their 
requests, their departing from 
persons, their entering other 
creatures, we are compelled to 
believe those possessions real, 
that these Demons were real be- 


ings. EvusEBtvus. 
——2 + oe 


For the Panoplist. 


ON THE NATURE, USES, AND EF- 
| FECTS OF PRAYER. 
No, 2. 
(Concluded from p. 199.) 

Tue former Number contain- 
ed hints respecting the nature 
and uses of prayer. The im- 
portance of this duty will appear 
from a view of the precious al- 
vantages which result from it. 
The Servent hrayer of a righteous 
man te effectual, ond availeth, 
much. 
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Prayer is-sure of arich and 
abundant reward. In requiring 
this service, God does not mock, 
nor disappoint the hopes. of de- 
vout suppliants. He requires 
them to ask, that he may convince 
them how able and ready he is to 
give. Asan encouragement to 


prayer, our Saviour reminds USy. 


that we who are evi/, that is, ve- 
ry defective in kindness, do yet 
readily give good gifts unto our 
children. Hence he infers a pow- 
erful argument for _ prayer. 
“ How much more will your hea- 
venly Father give good gifts to 
them who ask him.” He de- 
lights inykindness to his crea- 
tures, waits to be gracious, is ev- 
er attentive to their cry, and re- 
veals himself the frayer hearing 
God. That our hopes may nev- 
er languish, he assures us, that 
he has never said to the seed of Ja- 
cob, Seek ye me in vain. Ask, and 
ye shall recetve, Seek, and ye 
shall find. Knock, and it shail be 
opened unto you. 

No man can take away the re- 
ward from praying saints. They 
enjoy an immediate, substantial 
blessing. In their humble, be- 
lieving application to the throne 
of grace, they feel pious satisfac- 
tion and serenity of mind. Con- 
science approves the homage 
which they offer to their God 
and Saviour. They feel their 
soul draw near to the Fountain 


of purity and goodness. The 
generous affections of their 
hearts toward their gracious 


Sovereign and Redeemer kindle 
into fervour. They commune 
with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ, and with the 
family of heaven. By a trans- 
forming divine influence their 
souls are changed into the mor- 
al likeness of their Creator. 
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These are the .certain, immedi, 
ate benefits and joys of the pray- 
er of faith ; joys far surpassing 
all the joys of sensé; joys with 
which strangers intermeddle not. 
These immediate, transporting, 
ineffable joys are always. the at- 
tendants of fiducial, fervent pray- 
er. Such prayer quiets the 
alarms of conscience; hushes 
those fears of wrath which pro- 
duce torment ; fixes the soul in 
the regular pursuit of duty, and 
the undisturbed enjoyment of di- 
vine love, and gives believers an 
earnest of future rest. with their 
Father in heaven. They draw 
near to Christ, and sit under his 
shadow with delight. Can they 
commune with God? Little do 
they regret the absence. or loss 
of other things. The spiritual 
peace and consolation, which 

prayer yields, the heavenly graces | 
it enkindles in the soul, the to- 
kens of God’s love and the earn- 
ests of future blessedness, which 
it secures, are rewards too great 
for our conception. If nothing 
else were gained, but this increase 
of grace and nearness to God, we 
might well say, the good man’s 
frrayer is effectual, and availeth 
much, 

But the good man’s prayer has 
an. important influence in procur- 
ing many other blessings. In 
cases of bodily sickness, St. James 
directs an application to this du- 
ty for relief. And should bod- 
ily.relief be denied, a mercy of 
still greater consequence may be 
obtained. The joint prayers of: 
the languishing sufferer and his 
pious friends will secure to him 
the gift of pardon, and eternal 
life. 

Scripture history abounds with 
examples of the singular bles- 
sings procured by prayer, Ja- 
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cob wrestled all night, and as a 
prince with God he prevailed ; 
so that God turned away from 


him and his feeble family the in-: 


veterate and fearful hatred of his 
brother Esau. In the contest of 
Israel with Amalek, when Moses, 
as a signal of prayer, lifted up his 
rod, Israel prevailed ; when he let 
down the rod, Amalek prevailed. 
How often did Moses, by his 
importunate prayers, turn away 
God’s wrath from the rebellious 
Israelites, and prevent their utter 
destruction. In the same way 
Joshua removed from the camp 
of Israel the shame and curse, 
which had befallen them before 
the city Ai. By prayer Samuel 
brought thunder and rain to ter- 
rify and humble the rebellious 
tribes ; and, at another time, dis- 
comfited the mighty hosts of the 
Philistines, when they were rea- 
dy to overwhelm the Israelites. 
“ Elijah was a man subject to 
like passions as we are; and he 
prayed earnestly that is might 
not rain, and it rained not for the 
space of three years and six 
months. And he prayed again, 
and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth gave forth her fruit.” 
We might bring into view many 
other worthies, whose great suc- 
cess in prayer is recorded for 
our instruction and encourage- 
ment. 

But positive as the proofs are 
from experience and the word of 
God, that prayer is a fundamen- 
tal duty, which ever yields the 
most beneficial effects; yet this 
pious exercise is often slighted 
and neglected, and sometimes as- 
saulted with the language of im- 
pious objection. It is alleged 
against this duty, that God knows 
our wants without the aid of our 
petitions ; that he is ever ready 


to relieve the sufferings of his 
creatures ; that he is not subject 
to passions, which can be moved 
by our entreaties ; that all things 
are fixed in the counsel of divine 
wisdom ; that the Disposer of 
events will not swerve from his 
course or change his counsels in 
consequence of our supplications. 

To these cavils we may reply ; 
that the moral character and dis- 
position of creatures are ever ta- 
ken into the account to ascertain, 
what shall be the course of divine 
administration towards them. 
Froward and ungrateful men are 
fit only for angry visitations. The 
humble and thankful are prepar- 
ed for the reception and right use 
of mercies. It is the established 
course of God’s moral govern- 
ment, that while we walk con- 
trary to him in acts of disobedi- 
ence, he will walk contrary to us 
in severe rebukes ; but when we 
walk dutifully before him, in 
faith and prayer, he will make his 
face to shine upon us, and as far 
as shall be profitable, confer up- 
on us the blessings of the life 
which now is, and that which is 
to come. Corrections are sent 
to produce a spirit of repentance 
and prayer. When this dispo- 
sition is produced, the way is 
prepared either to remove the 
evils we feel, or to impart to us 
countervailing supports and con- 
solations. The system of provi- 
dence is, indeed, fixed ; and God 
will not swerve from it. But 
this is an argument for the use of 
prayer ; because prayer is an es- 
sential, leading part of this sys- 
tem. Deliverance and salvation 
are to be wrought out in answer 
to prayer: Prayer is an import: 
ant link in the chain of events. 
When omitted, the aspect of 
providence will be dark and 
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threatening. When duly per- 
formed, there will be a succes- 
sion of gracious interpositions, 
diffusing light, and peace, and 
joy through the habitations of 
humble suppliants. Prayer is 
the means of obtaining the most 
valuable benefits for those, who 
piously wait upon God. 7 

How unfounded, then, and im- 
pious are the objections, which 
infidels make against the holy 
ordinance of prayer. The pious 
soul will abhor objections, which 
would prevent his most delight- 
ful exercises, and cut him off 
from his best resources. He 
will never imagine, that he has 
employed the proper course of 
means to obtain needed blessings, 
before he has joined to all his 
other endeavours fervent and un- 
wearied prayer... . 

The pious man in sickness 
will employ the prescriptions of 
the physician. But he will con- 
sider these means, as very defec- 
tive, without adding his own 
prayers and the prayers of his 
Christian friends for a divine bles- 
sing upon the remedies applied, 
and, especially, for pardon and 
spiritual healing. The devout 
husbandman will diligently till 
the ground. But the principal 
means to secure the reward of 
his labour will be, humble, duti- 
tul prayer to the Lord of the har- 
vest. The virtuous citizen will 
apply his counsels, his exertions, 
and his property to avert impend- 
ing public evils ; but be will con- 
sider that only a small part of his 
duty is done, until he goes to 
God, and wrestles with him in 
prayer, to turn away his anger 
from his people. 

Prayer does not generate 
sloth, nor lead people idly to wait 
upon God for favours. On the 
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contrary, it animates them toa 
more vigorous performance of 
other duties. An unwavering 
belief that God works for us, and 
will readily interpose in answer 
to our prayers, will excite us to 
joint prayers and labours, as the 
instituted way to obtain for our- 
selves and others, all necessary 
favours. With all good men in- 
dustry and prayer will be insepa- 
rably connected, and go hand in 
hand through the Christian life. 

yet us then wisely appreciate 
the importance of prayer, and se- 
riously weigh the arguments we 
have to quicken us to the per- 
formance of this duty. These 
arguments should prompt us to 
fervent and incessant prayer in 
our secret retirements, in our 
families, with smaller collections 
of friends, and in public assem- 
blies. We should pray always 
with all prayer, and intercession, 
and thanksgiving ; remembering, 
* that praying breath was never 
spent in vain.” 

Do any despise, or neglect this 
solemn duty! Are their closets 
never witnesses to the fervent 
breathings of their souls after 
God their Saviour’ Are their 
houses seldom perfumed with the 
sweet incense of the morning and 
evening sacrifice Are they of- 
ten absent from the sanctuary ? 
Or do they attend as idle specta- 
tors of the holy exercises of 
Christian devotion? Do their af- 
fections take no part in ane sup- 
plications and praises offered up 
to the supreme God and adorable 
Redeemer? Do their spirits wan- 
der from God, while their bodies 
are present in his house ? What 
contempt do they cast upon the 
best means of safety and happi- 
ness. How do they reproach 
the word, the providence, and the 
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grace of their Creator, Preserver, 
Benefactor, and Redeemer, and 
cut themselves off from the rich- 
est privileges and purest joys. 
When publick worshipand fami- 
ly prayer have most generally pre- 
vailed; then have the people been 
most distinguished in all moral 
virtues and Christian graces, then 
have they been blessed with do- 
mestic comforts, and with social 
and national privileges. The 
neglect of prayer is ever accom- 
panied with the decay of gdtili- 
ness, and the prevalence of those 
follies and crimes, which are the 
infamy of individuals and the ru- 
in of the community. Whena 
people cease to pray, God will 
cease to bless, the glory of the 
Lord will depart from them. 
The fathers of our country 
were eminent for their Christian 
profession and their virtuous 
lives. They fled to this land, 
that they might pray to God ac- 
cording to his word, without re- 
proach or molestation. Here 
they planted themselves, and 
made the wilderness vocal with 
their prayers and thanksgiving. 
By prayer they secured the rich- 
est privileges, both civil and re- 
ligious, to themselves and their 
posterity. If we would enjoy 
the inheritance received from 
them, and transmit it down, un- 
impaired and meliorated, to our 
offspring ; let us copy the ex- 
amples of our pious forefathers, 
and become men of prayer. If 
we seek him diligently, we shall 
find him. If we forsake him, he 
will forsake us. The revival of 
family religion, the devout at- 
tendance of people on public wor- 
ship, the due observance of the 
Sabbath, and the pure rites of 
Christianity are the only sure 
pledges of divine favour. Let 
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all who believe in God, and love 
our Lord Jesus Christ, unite’ in 
their humble addresses to the 
throne of grace, that God would 
be pleased to revive his work in 
the midst of these years ; that he 
would pour out his Spirit upon 
his people, and his blessing upon 
their offspring ; that he would 
create’ in us a new heart and 
a new spirit, and thus make us a 
people of his praise. Thus saith 
the Lord God, I will yet for this 
be inquired of by the house of Is- 

rael to dott for them. 
ASAPH. 
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For the Panoplist. 


QUACKS IN VARIOUS WALKS 
OF LIFE. 


QuacKERY is generally ap- 
plied to the medical profession ; 
a quack is a physician, who prac- 
tises without skill or judgment ; 
but there are quacks in other 
professions. Every man may 
be considered a quack, who pre- 
tends to more merit, than he pos- 
sesses ; who seeks more praise, 
than he deserves. 

A minister of religion, who 
represents his brethren, who are 
equal to himself, as materially de- 
fective in knowledge, literature, 
charity, and talents, is indubita- 
bly a quack. By depressing oth- 
ers he intends to be considered 
himself, as one eminently dis- 
tinguished for-genius, catholi- 
cism, and goodness. On the 
other hand, the moaning enthu- 
siast, who traverses the country, 
telling strangers, without any just 
reason, how dear they are to his 
heart, how his eyes weep, and his 
heart bleeds on their account, 
is doubtless a quack. If he be re- 
ally concerned for their welfare, 
let him “ weep for them in secret 
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places” without boasting of it. 
If he love them, let him prove it 
by his actions; if he be doing 
much for them, let them discov- 
er it by their own observation, or 
by experiencing the benefits. If 
he deserve much, let another 
man praise him, and not his own 
lips. ; 

A professor of religion, who 
makes mournful faces, who tells 
how much he has improved in 
grace by afflictions and other in- 
structions, it may be presumed is 
a quack. He, that often pro- 
claims how bad he was, and how 
good he is; how impious he 
once was, and how devout and 
godly he now is, may be suspect- 
ed of a design to pass now for 
more, than he is worth; he isa 
spiritual quack. Such also are 
those, who, while they overreach 
in their bargains, neglect the pay- 
ment of just debts, and omit ma- 
ny duties of religion and human- 
ity, are yet incessantly talking of 
ministers, and sermons, and or- 
thodoxy, and faith. 

A friend, who makes profes- 
sion of entire devotion to your 
service, who often inquires, what 
he can do for your benefit, but 
never takes a step in your service, 
who inquires, what is necessary 
to your comfort, but never be- 
stows a cent, though in many in- 
stances he must know your pres- 
sing wants, evidently designs to 
obtain credit for more, than he 
periorms, more applause than he 
actually deserves. He intends 
that professions shall be reckon- 
ed as genuine friendship, and 
empty words, as useful actions. 

Ail these are quacks in differ- 
ent forms. 


BETA. 
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For the Panoplist- 


ON THE MANNER IN WHICH 
CHRISTIANS ARE TO TREAT 
AN EXCOMMUNICATED BRO- 
THER. 

In the Ist Epist.toCor.chap. v. 
verses 9, 10, 11, Paul, referring 
to the case of an incestuous man, 
thus writes ; “ I wrote unto you 
in an epistle, not to company 
with fornicators. Yet not alto- 
gether with the fornicators of 
this world,” i. e. of the heathen 
world, “ or with the covetous, or 
extortioners, or idolaters; for 
then ye must needs go out of the 
world. But now I have written 
unto you not to keep company, if 
any man that is called a brother 
be a fornicator, or covetous, Or an 
idolater, or a railer, or an extor- 
tioner, with such an one no not 
to eat.” 

The question here is, What is 
that eating with an excommuni- 
cated brother, which the apostle 
disallows ? 

First ; It cannot be eating at 
the Lord’s table, for the excom- 
munication itself is an exclusion 
from this. And besides; the 
eating intended is such as hea- 
thens may be admitted to; but 
these, however moral in their 
lives, cannot, while they remain 
unbelievers, be admitted to eat 
with Christians at the Lord’s 
table. 

Secondly ; It cannot be eating 
at a common table, for then, as 
the apostle observes concerning 
a refusal to company with hea- 
thens, “ we must needs go out of 
the world.” As the case might 
happen, the wife must not eat 
with her husband, nor the chil- 
dren with their parent. The 
laws of Christ were never intend- 
ed to interfere with domestick or- 
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der or with common civility and 
hospitality. Our Lord has told 
us, that the offending brother, 
who cannot be reclaimed by the 
discipline of the church, 1s to be 
to us as a heathen man and a frud- 
ican. And He never refased to 
sit down at a common meal with 
frublicans and sinners. He con- 
demned the rigour of the Jews in 
excluding such persons from 
their tables. And he would not 
prescribe to his church a rule of 
conduct, which he disapproved 
in the Jews, and refused to adopt 
in his own practice. The reason 
why he ate with publicans and 
sinners was, that by his courteous 
manners and instructive conver- 
sation he might bring them to 
repentance. They were sick, 
and needed a physician. The 
apostle directs the Thessalonian 
Christians, “to note the disor- 
derly brother, and have no com- 
pany with him, that he may be 
ashamed.” But he cautions 
them not to carry this matter too 
far ; “ Count him net as an ene- 
my, but admonish him as a 
brother.” This does not import 
a denial of common courtesy and 
civility. 

What then is the eating for- 
bidden in the passage under con- 
sideration ? 

Let it be remarked, that what 
is principally forbidden is keeping 
company, commixing, associa- 
ting, maintaining special and par- 
ticular intimacy with such a per- 
son; for so the Greek word, 
Sovmauiywebas, used here, and in 
the 2d Epist.to the Thessalonians 
properly signifies. On this word 
the force of the prohibition lies ; 
and the eating disallowed is such 
a kind of eating, as implies this 
mMtimate mixing, associating and 
keeping company. 


Treatment of an Excommunicate. 
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In those ancient times it was 
common for people to make so- 
cial feasts, to which they invited 
their special friends, that they 
might eat and converse together 
in testinvony of mutual regard 
and confidence. To such feasts 
among the Jews our Saviour of- 
ten alludes. Such convivialities 
among the heathens the apostle 
often mentions. And on such 
festivities made by Aeathens he 
allows Christians to attend. He 
says to the Corinthians, “ If any 
of them, who believe not, bid you 
to a feast, and ye be disposed to 
20, Whatsoever is set before you, 
eat, asking no question for con- 
science’ sake. But if any man 
say to you, this is offered in sac- 
rifice to idols,” and thus inti- 
mates a scruple, whether you 
ought to eat it, “eat not for his 
sake that shewed it, and for con- 
science’ sake. Conscience, I say, 
not thine own, but the other’s,”’ 
for though I know, that an idol 
is nothing, and makes the meat 
neither better nor worse, and 
therefore on my own account 
have no scruple to eat, yet all 
men have not this knowledre and 
discernment ; “and why is my 
liberty judged of another man’s 
conscience ?” j.e. why is my lib- 
erty so used, as to be judged and 
condemned by the conscience of 
my scrupulous brother ? 

With respect to eating in an 
idoi’s temple, the apostle disal- 
lows it generally ; for though an 
idol is nothing, yet such a pub- 
lick act might give general of- 
fence to Christians, as carrying 
too great an appearance of a re- 
lapse to idolatry. But with re- 
spect to the private festivities of 
heathens, Christians need not 
scruple to attend them, except 
where they found, that their at- 
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tendance would give offence to 
scrupulous brethren. 

Now though Christians might 
eat at the social festivities of hea- 
thens, yet they might not eat ata 
social and convivial feast of an ex- 


communicated brother, might not 


accept an invitation from him, 
nor give him an invitation to at- 
tend such a feast; because this 
would be to mingle with him as 
a companion, and countenance 
him in his vice and impenitence. 
Such companying with him they 
should avoid, that he may be 
ashamed. But those duties 
which result from family rela- 
tion; those civilities, which be- 
long to common neighbourhood ; 
to social connexion, to ordi- 
nary intercourse, ought still to 
be paid him, that we may win 
him by our goodness, may ad- 
monish him by our conversation, 
may reprove him by our exam- 
ple, and thus encourage his re- 
pentance. Lis & 


For the Panoplist. 
ON PREACHING. 


TuE man, to whom is com- 
mitted the delightful task of 
preaching the everlasting gospel, 
is placed in a situation interest- 
ing and vastly important, both 
with respect to himself and his 
hearers. If he be an unfaithful 
steward of the mysteries of our 
holy religion; if he impart not 
truth to the ignorant, and warn 
not the sinner of his danger, of 
him will the blood of transgres- 
sors be required by his Master. 
On the contrary, if from the 
treasures of wisdom he scatter 
abroad and dispense food to the 
hungry ; his reward is with his 
God. 
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To instruct and to frersuade 
may comprehend the whole du- 
ty of a preacher. Men are ig- 
norant of their Maker and of 
themselves ; of their various re- 
lations to God, and of the duties 
arising from those _ relations. 
The preacher is to pour upon 
them the light of truth, derived 
from the sacred scriptures. Men 


are indisposed to good, borne 
away by passion, and unwilling 


to follow the convictions of their 
minds. He isto stop them in 
their mad career, and to entreat 
them by every pressing consid- 
eration to walk in the sober path 
of wisdom and_ uprightness. 
Useless indeed will be his in- 
structions, and unheeded as the 
idle wind the exhortations of his 
lips, unless the Spirit of grace 
carry them home to the heart ; 
but this Spirit is promised, and 
when he is tempted to despond 
in the view of the inefficacy of 
his labours, the cheering voice 
of “ Lo, Iam with you,’ should 
exhilarate his mind and quicken 
his exertion. 

As, then, the exhibition of 
truth is the first great duty of 
the preacher, it is worthy of in- 
quiry what truths are best calcu- 
lated to make men holy and hap- 
py, and what manner of exhibit- 
ing them will be most likely to 
impress. 

For instruction on both these 
points we must have recourse ‘‘to 
the law andto the testimony ;” 
and the apostles are examples, 
which should be carefully fol- 
lowed by all their successors. 
While we were yet sinners, it is 
written, Christ died forus. He 
that believeth not on the Son of 
God hath not life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him. LExcepit a 
man be born again, he cannot see 
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the kingdom of God. The sinful 
and perishing condition of men, 
the atonement of Christ, the 
necessity of believing in his 
name, and of a change in our 
moral characters by the grace of 
God, are truths asserted in these 
passages, inculcated throughout 
the gospel, and which were con- 
stantly proclaimed and insisted 
upon by our divine Master and 
his disciples. ‘They are there- 
fore foundation stones, on which 
modern preachers should build 
the goodly edifice of Christian 
morality. 

These truths should now be 
preached as formerly ; not with 
words of man’s wisdom, but 
with plainness, clearness, and 
faithfulness. Let not the pure 
light be reflected from a thou- 
sand gilded words, which dazzle 
the eye, and render the percep- 
tion confused ; nor let it be put 
under the bushel of learned ob- 
scurity. Let it shine, unreflect- 
ed, directly upon us to lighten our 
path to the kingdom of heaven. 

The most happy style of 
preaching is that, which is least 
noticed, and which, like the deep 
and gentle stream, carries us si- 
lently and imperceptibly along 
from one object to another. So 
far therefore as any singularity 
of attitude or gesture, any con- 
tortion of feature, peculiar mod- 
ulation of voice, or strangeness 
of composition tends to with- 
draw the attention from the sub- 
ject to the manner ; so far is the 
speaker removed from perfec- 
uon. 

Figurative language, when in- 
troduced for the purpose, not of 
embellishing the. discourse, but 
of illustrating the subject, has 
the most happy effect. It em- 
bodics our ideas and presents 
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them to the eye. It relieves 
the mind from the pain of ab- 
straction by permitting it to rest 
upon a sensible object, and it 
pleases, while it instructs, by 
pointing out a resemblance be- 
tween this object and the subject 
of thought. 

Our Saviour frequently spake 
in figurative language, but his 
speech always distilled as the 
dew. All his illustrations were 
natural, easy, familiar, and appro- 
priate, and therefore beautiful. 
But when rhetorical figures are 
evidently the fruit of labour, and 
when they are awkwardly intro- 
duced, they tend not to instruct, 
for they withdraw our attention 
from the subject, and lead us ir- 
resistibly to notice the talents 
of the writer. 

Another aim of the preacher 
should be to fersuade. Instruc- 
tion is of no use, it is worse than 
useless, unless it be followed ; 
and to induce compliance with it 
is the object of persuasion. 

Every one, who observes man, 
must be convinced that the affec- 
tions do not always conform to 
the dictates of the understanding, 
and that the mind may be well 
furnished with truth, for which 
the heart has a total disrelish. 

The ground work of persua- 
sion is the presentation of some 
motive, which will interest and 
excite toaction. These motives 
will crowd upon the speaker. 
Let him alarm the fears of his 
hearers by pointing out the con- 
sequences of sin, the disgrace, 
the pain, the anguish, the ruin 
which will follow. Let him hold 
up before them their insensi- 
bility, their ingratitude, their 
madness and folly. Let him ap- 
peal to every natural sentiment 
in their minds, and let him dis- 
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play to them that high and inesti- 
mable reward, that glory, honour, 
and perfection, which are laid up 
in store forthe righteous. 

It was in this manner that St. 
Paul preached. Buta minister 
can never affect the hearts of his 
audience, unless he feels himself 
the truths, which he delivers ; 
and his usefulness will be abridg- 
ed in proportion as his sincerity 
and piety are doubted. Persua- 
sion hangs only upon sincere 
lips. When a preacher exhorts 
us by the most solemn considera- 
tions to follow the light of truth, 
to repent and to believe, and ex- 
horts us in a cold and inanimate 
manner, which gives us no con- 
viction of his sincerity and earn- 
estness ; his words will be in- 
effectual ; and the strange com- 
bination of interesting motives 
and cold presentation of them 
will leave upon the mind a confu- 
sed impression of wonder, and a 
kind of incredulous belief, which 
can hardly force the mind to ex- 
ertion. 

But im order to true pulpit elo- 
quence it is not necessary to dis- 
play all the gesticulations of the 
theatre ; nor will the powers of 
persuasion be increased in any 
proportion to careful attention to 
manner. Art can never affect 
us like nature; and would the 
preacher draw the bow with such 
energy as to impel the arrow to 
the heart, his own soul must first 
be impressed with the truths, 
which he delivers. Without the 
fervour of benevolence in his de- 
livery even a truly eloquent dis- 
course would lose its effect ; and 
without warmth of feeling in the 
composition of his sermon, in 
vain would he introduce in it the 
most alarming considerations, and 
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adorn it with all the flowers of 
rhetoric. 

Men are keen-sighted in ob- 
serving improprieties, and can 
easily distinguish the warm effu- 
sions of passion from the unaffec- 
ting productions of labour and 
taste. ZZ. 
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For the Panopilist. 


PROOFS OF A UNIVERSAL DEL- 
UGE. 
No. 5. 
(Continued from p. 152.) 

In Japan the priests and no- 
bility have the title of Camr. 
The country is called the king- 
dom of Chamis. Chamis was 
Scin, or San, the sun, who was 
Cham, or Ham, the son of Noah. 
The laws of the empire are the 
laws of Chamis, and all their gods 
are styled Six or Chami.* The 
founder of the empire is said to 
have been Zensio Dai Sin, or 
Tensio the god of light. Near his 
temple is a cavern visited for 
religious purposes, on account 
of his having been once hidden, 
when neither sun nor stars ap- 
peared. A common method of 
representing the time when 
Noah was shut up in the ark. 

One of their principal gods 
is Jakusi, similar to Tacchus 
of the west. He is the Apol- 
lo of Japan, and lis’ charac- 
teris like Orus in Egypt. Half 
a large scollop shell forms his 
canopy, and his head is surround- 
ed with a crown of rays. He was 
Noah.§ Canon, another deity of 
the Japanese, is the reputed lord 
of the ocean, represented coming 
out of a fish, crowned with 


* Kaemfer. 


§ Father Boushet. Hennipin. 








254 


flowers. In India the same deity 
is called Vishnou, and Macauter. 
He is known in other parts of 
the East. The Indians have al- 
so atradition of a flood in the 
days of Vishnou, which covered 
the whole earth.* The Bramins 
say there wasa time when the 
serpent of a thousand heads with- 
drew himself, and would not sup- 
port the world, because it was 
so overburdened with sin. Imme- 
diately the earth sunk into the 
great abyss of waters, when man- 
kind and ail that breathed were 
destroyed ; but Vishnou raised 
the earth from the flood. The 
oldest mythological books of the 
East Indies give an account of a 
universal deluge, sufficiently cor- 
responding with that of Moses.* 

The Parsees mention a time 
of great wickedness, when there 
seemed to be an universal oppo- 
sition to the supreme Deity, 
when it was thought proper to 
bring an universal inundation 
over the face of the earth, that 
all impurity might be washed 
away. This being accomplished, 
every living creature perished, 
and the earth was for some time 
entirely covered.§ 

The Mexicans have a tradition 
of a flood in which all men were 
drowned. The Iroquois say, 
that a lake of their country once 
overflowed, and in a short time 
covered the whole earth. The 
original inhabitants of Cuba had 
much information concerning a 
flood, which destroyed the whole 
world, excepting an old man, 
who foreseeing the deluge, built 
a great ship, went into it with his 
family, and abundance of ani- 
mals; after a season he sent 
forth a crow, which feeding on 


*Sir W. Jones. 


§ Encyclopedia. 
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the dead, did not return for some 
time, but finally came back with 
ea green branch. The people of 
Terra Firma had received a tra- 
dition of the flood; that it was 
universal, that one man and wom- 
an, and their children were pre- 
served in a canoe, from whom 
the world was again peopled, 
The Peruvians gave information 
that they had heard from their 
ancestors, that many years before 
they had kings or Yncas, when 
the world however was very pop- 
ulous, there happened a great 
flood; the sea, bursting over its 
bounds, covered the earth, and 
destroyed all the inhabitants. The 
people of the inland paris of Bra- 
zil had little knowledge of God 
or religion ; yet they had distinct 
traditions of the flood, when all 
mankind perished, excepting two 
brothers, and their wives, who 
became the heads of two distinct 
people.{ The inhabitants of Ota- 
heite have _a tradition that their 
island was broken from the con- 
tinent a long time ago, when the 
supreme God was angry, and 
dragged the earth through the 
sea. 

The natives of New-England 
had a tradition of the universal 
deluge, when all mankind perish- 
ed, excepting one man and wom- 
an, who escaped by ascending 
one of the White hills, supposed 
to be the highest summits in 
North America. 

So uniformly have the inhab- 
itants of the world maintained 
a remembrance of the flood. 
Though their accounts are dil- 
ferent, as might have been ex- 
pected, as to immaterial circum- 
stances, yet they all coincide in 
proclaiming an universal deluge, 


q M. Thevet. 
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If, not satisfied with the testi- 
mony of every age and country, 
we dig into the bowels of the 
earth, there we behold traces of 
the deluge; if we appeal to 
the world itself, the world, the 
rocks, the hills, and mountains 
reply, there has been an universal 
deluge. Inthe Andes of South 
America, ten thousand feet above 
the level of the ocean, are found 
marine shells in abundance. In 
the Alleghany mountains of 
North America the stones are 
full of sea shells ; not only those 
in the vallies, but those on the 
summits are marked with these 
marine substances.* In one 
place among the Alleghany 
mountains are forty thousand 
acres covered with oyster and 
cockle shells. 

If from America we pass to 
the eastern continent, the moun- 
tains of Scotland, of Switzer- 
land and Italy, Atlas and Ara- 
rat sull exhibit on their summits, 
the spoils of the ocean ; moun- 
tains of every region from Japan 
to Mexico proclaim the same 
fact, recorded in scripture, that 
the waters of the flood once over- 
fiowed their highest summits. 
The moose deer of America is 
found buried in Ireland; the 
Elephant of Asia and Africa is 
found in England and North- 
America. Crocodiles of the 
Nile are dug up in the heart of 
Germany. What is more, the 
ruins of plants, trees, and ani- 
mals, now not known in the 
world, are discovered in various 
countries. 

These are facts which give all 
possible support to the history 


of Moses respecting the univer- 
sul inundation in the time of 


eereece 
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Noah. We add only one proof 
more. From the institutes of 
Menu, an ancient work on Hin- 
doo jurisprudence, written in the 
Sanscrit language and translated 
by Sir W. Jones, it appears, not 
only that the Hindoo account of 
the creation confirms the rela- 
tion of Moses, but that the Hin- 
doo puranas contain the history 
of the deluge, and of Noah. 
They relate that he was preserv- 
ed in an ark from a deluge 
Which destroyed all mankind. 
The story which follows, re- 
specting him and his sons, ex- 
actly corresponds with the his- 
tory of the Hebrew Legislator. 


PuHILo. 


(To be concluded in the next number.) 
—~. +e 


For the Panoplist. 


CONTEMPLATIONS ON CHRIST. 
(Concluded from p. 209.) 


In describing his office as 
Mediator, the scriptures particu- 
larly reveal him as the frropehet of 
the highest, who came imme- 
diately from God. “ Never man 
spake like this man.” Friends 
and foes, the wise and unwise, 
were astonished at his wisdom. 
The Jewish rulers expressed 
their surprise thus: “ How 
knoweth this man letters, having 
never learned ?” His answer sol- 
ved the difficulty, and is the only 
solution of it. “ My doctrine is 
not mine, but his who sent me.” 
It could not otherwise be, that 
a person of his obscure birth and 
education should excel, beyond 
comparison, every teacher who 
had gone before him—confound 
the wise, and bring to nothing 
the understanding of the prudent. 
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The acutest foes used every art 
to entangle him; but were al- 
ways entangled themselves. If 
they took counsel against him 
ever so privately, or even con- 
ceived a thought against him, he 
shewed that he perfectly knew 
their most secret counsel, and 
the thought of their heart. 

The doctrine brought from 
heaven by him gave light to na- 
tions who sat in darkness, with- 
out God, and without hope— 
uncertain whether repentance 
would be accepted, and ignorant 
what true repentance means. He 
taught the worship of the 
Father in spirit and truth— 
came to call sinners to repent- 
ance, and proclaim remission of 
sins through the blood of his 
cross. No man cometh unto the 
Father, but by him. Whatsoever 
we ask in his name, the Father 
will give. ‘To whom shall we 
go for the words of eternal life, 
but to him who came from the 
bosom of the Father, to teach 
the way of God in truth, to open 
before us the gates of immortali- 
ty? 

Would we see a perfect sys- 
tem of morality, where shall we 
find it, but in the sermon he 
preached on the mount, which 
filled the multitudes who heard 
it withastonishment ? The max- 
ims themselves—the principles 
upon which they are founded— 
the motives to the observance of 
them, all concur to prove him a 
teacher infinitely superior to any 
that hath appeared in the world 
before or since. That distin- 
guished sermon contains every 


precept of purity, temperance 


and moderation; of content- 
ment, self-denial and meek- 
ness ; of humility, charity and 
forgiveness ; of resignation, 








heavenly-mindedness and devo- 
tion. Every friend to mankind 
will wish that these things may 
prevail. 

The example of this great 
teacher was a transcript of his 
precepts. His vigilant and im- 
placable enemies could not con- 
vict him of a fault. He sought 
not his own glory or his own 
will, but the will and glory of him 
who sent him. 

The works which he did in 
his Father’s name witnessed that 
he was the Christ, that prophet 
of whom Moses and succeeding 
prophets spake. A voice from 
heaven, on one occasion and an- 
other, witnessed the same thing. 
Add to these proofs, the accom- 
plishment in him, and in him on- 
ly, of a succession of prophecies, 
from the beginning of the world 
until he appeared ; together with 
the fulfilment of his own prophe- 
cies, particularly respecting his 
passion and resurrection, the 
desolation of Jerusalem, and 
state of the Jews. The evi- 
dence arising from his doctrine, 
precepts, example and works 
form a body of evidence, which 
completely evinces that Jesus 
was the Christ. 

It was foretold that the Mes- 
siah should make asonement for 
sin. “ The chastisement of our 
peace was upon him. The Lord 
laid upon him the iniquity of us 
all. He poured out his soul un- 
to death, that he might make re- 
conciliation for iniquity, and 
bring in everlasting righteous- 
ness. Awake, O sword, against 
my Shepherd, and against the 
man that is my FELLOw, saith the 
Lord of hosts : smite the Shep- 
herd.” ‘The evangelical prophet 
has given a lively description of 
his passion, exactly correspond- 
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ing with the history contained 
in the gospels ; and connects his 
intercession in heaven with his 
sacrifice. He bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors.” David, speak- 
ing of him, saith, “ Thou art a 
priest forever. The Son of Man 
came to give his life a ransom 
for many. God sent his Son to 
be a propitiation for the sin of 
the world, and in him is recon- 
ciling the world to himself, not 
imputing their trespasses. 
Having offered one perfect sa- 
crifice, our high priest sat down 
forever on the right hand of 
God, where he maketh continual 
intercession for us. All our ser- 
vices must be performed in the 
name of the Mediator, that God 
may be glorified. He is able to 
save to the uttermost all that 
come to God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession. 
His resurrection proved him to 
be the Son of God ith ower. 
The decree was ' 4 pronoun- 
ced, “ This day have IT begotten 
thee. I have set my Azzg upon 
my holy hill of Zion. I will 
give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy pos- 
session.” The dispensation of 
the Holy Ghost, after he ascend- 
ed, in the view of the astonished 
disciples, assures us, that he is 
exalted to be a Prince and a Sa- 
viour. Miraculous gifts were 
doubtless continued in the church 
through the apostolic age, though 
in all probability gradually with- 
drawn, after the martyrdom of 
Paul. Angels, authorities, and 
powers above are made subject 
to our exalted Redeemer. He 
** hath on his vesture and on his 
thigh this name written, King of 
Vol. I. No. 6. Kk 


kings, and Lord of lords.” His 
kingdom is not of this world. 
His laws are enforced by spiritu- 
al and eternal sanctions. His 
people shall be willing in the day 
of his power. He is head over 
all things to the church—able to 
defend it from allits foes. Righ- 
teousness is the girdle of his 
loins, and faithfulness the girdle 
of his reins. The spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding, counsel 
and might, knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord rested on him. 
Defended by him, the gates of 
hell have not prevailed against 
his church. He shall have do- 
minion from sea to sea. In his 
days shall the righteous flourish, 
and the meek inherit the earth. 
He must reign until all things 
are put under him. Thus the 
kingdom shall be the Lorp’s. 
Lastly, Authority is given him 
to judge the world; because he 
is the Son of Man. For this 
purpose he will descend from 
heaven, in like manner as he 
was seen to ascend, attended by 
hosts of angels. They shail 
gather all nations before him ; 
and under his direction, sever 
the wicked from among the just. 
Apostate spirits are reserved un- 
to the judgment of the great 
day. At that day, impenitents 
of mankind and infernals will 
unite in confessing, “ Thou art 
righteous, O Lord, because thou 
hast judged thus.” Holy angels 
and glorified saints will then 
unite in the acclamation—Now 
is come salvation and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his Christ. 
May all men know assuredly 
that God hath made the crucified 
Jesus both Lord and Christ. He 
shall be revealed from heaven 





in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that obey not the gos- 
pel. He shall come to be glori- 
fied in his saints, and to be ad- 
mured in all them that believe. 
We persuade men by the mer- 
cies of the Lord. We per- 
suade them also by the glory 
amd the terrour of the judgment- 
seat of Christ. 

Then cometh the end, when 
he shall deliver up the kingdem 
to God, even the Father. For 
when it is said, All things are 
put under him, it is manifest 
that HE is excepted who did put 
allthings under him. For the 
suffering of death, we see Jesus 
crowned with glory and honour. 
Faithful to him who appointed 
him, God also will be faithful to 
his covenant with the Redeemer, 
and build up his throne to all 
generations. All that the Fath- 
er hath given me, shall come to 
me; and I will raise them up at 
the last day, and give to them 
eternal life. 

* And I beheld, and I heard 
the voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the living 
creatures, and the elders : And 
the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands ; 
saying, with a loud veice, Wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was’ slain 
to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and hon- 
our, and glory, and blessing. 
And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard 1, saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and pow- 
er, be unto him who sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, 


* forever and ever.” 


Does not the question before 


Contemplatiens on Christ. 
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Us appear to be an interestin 
one! Can our hearts be indiifer- 
ent to a character so exalted ? 
Were Gabriel sent from the 
presence of God upon an em- 
bassy to men, it would become 
them to treat him with great 
reverence. What regard then is 
due to him who is so much high- 
er than the angels, by whom the 
worlds were made, and by whom 
all things consist ; who, notwithi- 
standing, tabernacled in flesh, 
and gave himself a sacrifice to 
expiate human guilt ‘ who for 
the suffering of death hath ail 
power given him in heaven and 
earth? Zhey will reverence my 
Son, is the just expectation of 
uim who sent him. 

Christianity was first confirm- 
ed by eye-witnesses and minis- 
ters of the. word, whose ministry 
was sanctioned by signs and 
wonders, divers miracles and 
gifts of the Holy Ghost. It 
bath been confirmed by its ex- 
tensive promulgation and con- 
tinuance, agaimst every kind of 
opposition. In the hands of the 
weakest instruments, endowed 
with power from on high, its 
light spread, like the orb of day, 
through the world. It hath col- 
lected additional evidence frem 
age to age, as appears trom the 
history of the church and world. 
It is transmitted to us, that we 
might believe, and, believing, 
might have life through the Ke- 
deemer. Does it consist witi 
any respect to the cause of vir- 
tuc, that men are offended in 
him? Do its mysteries warrant 
the rejection of it’ What shall 
we substitute in its room, if we 
reject it? what rule of faith ‘ 
what. guide in our duty to God 
and man, or for the government 
of our appetites and passions ‘ 
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Those who are ready to make 
every objection to the gospel, 
which a vain imagination can 
suggest, or readily listen to such 
objections, should first answer 
the weighty arguments in de- 
fence of it. Among these argu- 
ments that taken from its un- 
questionable historical facts is en- 
titled to first consideration. He 
who should undertake to dispute 
the authenticity of these facts, 
would have a much harder task 
than would be requisite to refute 
the superficial and unfounded 
cavils, which are reiterated m 
books on infidelity. 

Were the infidel to pronounce 
on the moral character and lite 
ef Jesus, he must either deny 
that there ever was such a per- 
son ; or that he taught the doc- 
trine, and wreught the works, 
and exhibited the example ascri- 
bed to him—or he must say, that 
a deceiver might possess a char- 
acter which has no part. dark— 
might fill up life with doing good 
—imnight live in heaven while on 
earth—-and, im attestation to the 
truth, lay down a life filled with 
labour and sorrow. 

Just thoughts of Christ are in- 
timately connected with the love 
of God and our neighbour, mean- 
ing by the term neighbour every 
man to whom we can shew mer- 
cy, without respect of nation, pro- 
fession or character. Pretenders 
to patriotism and philanthropy 
cast contempt on him who gave 
himself a ransom for all—-who 
proclaimed peace on earth and 
good willto men, in connexion 
with glory to God on high, The 
imitation of his love, which ma- 
ny waters could not quench, nor 
the floods drown, is the charac- 
teristic of his disciples. Charity 
is the greatest of graces, and nev- 
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er faileth: It embraces the 
household of faith with compla- 
cence: It does good to all as 
there is opportunity. Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate 
vou, and pray for them who de- 
spitefully use you, and persecute 
you. Let this mind be m you 
which was in Christ Jesus. 


For the Panopilist. 

THOUGHTS ON 1 PET. Iv. 6. 

“ For this cause was the gosfte! 
fireached also to them that are 
dead, that they might be judged 
according to menin the flesh, but 
live according to God in the 
spirit.” 

Ir mankind are spiritually 
dead, in the sense in which some 
represent them, why is the gos- 
pel to be preached to them { is a 
question put, by way of objection 
to the doctrine of human deprav- 
ity. The above passage, it is 
conceived, affords an answer. 
The reason there given is two- 
fold. 

The primary and more obvi- 
ous reason is mentioned last, viz. 
“ that they might live according 
to God in the spirit,” i.e. that 
by the sanctifying mfiuence of its 
holy doctrines, men might be 
raised from a carnal, to a holy 
and spiritual life. 

Another reason for preaching 
the gospel to sinners, here point- 
ed out, is, * that they might be 
judged according to men in the 
flesh.” ‘To ascertain the apos- 
tle’s idea it will be necessary to 
notice its connexion with the 
foregoing verse, where he ob- 
serves, that those who remain 
disobedient to the truth, shail 
be judged for their perverse- 












ness; and to prepare suitable 
evidence against them for this 
trial, the gospel is to be preach- 
ed to them; viz. “that they 
might be judged according to 
men in the flesh,” i. e. that by 
the medium of the gospel they 
might be convicted, and con- 
demned upon the same publick 
evidence, on which criminals are 
convicted in human judicatories. 
God could distribute exact jus- 
tice, by his perfect knowledge of 
the heart ; but it is highly im- 
portant that creatures should 
have a clear view of the equity 
of his sentence; and in order 
to this, their guilt must be prov- 
ed by such overt acts as are sul- 
ficiently indicative of the temper 
of their hearts. Their rejection 
of the gospel will afford this evi- 
dence. They will be “ judged 
according to men in the flesh,” 
or upon evidence of which crea- 
tures can judge. “ They will 
have no cloak for their sin.” All 
will then be convinced, that, “ if 
any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, * he justly deserves to be 
anathema, Maranatha.” 

A CORRESPONDENT. 
Remarks on the foregoing Con- 

struction, 

It is not doubted, that the 
thoughts of the ingenious author 
of this exposition are, in them- 
selves, just and important. The 
doubts and inquiries here sug- 
gested respect the performance 
merely as an exposition of the 
passage under consideration. 

1. The phrase, “that they 
might be judged according to 
men in the flesh,” is supposed by 
our correspondent to refer to the 
final judgment, or the distribu- 
tion of rewards and punishments 
at the last day according to the 
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hrinciples of human justice. On 
this construction it is difficult to 
discover the contrast which the 
apostle evidently intends to make 
between being judged according 
to men in the flesh, and living ac- 
cording to God in the spirit. 
What contrast is there between 
men’s being treated at the last 
day according to the principles 
observed in human judicatories, 
and their living according to God 
in the spirit? May they not be 
treated in that way at last, wheth- 
er they live according to God in 
the spirit, or not ? 

2. The flesh in scripture use 
generally signifies a principle or 
state of moral depravity ; espec- 
ially when it stands in opposition 
to the spirit, as it does here. 
But according to the foregoing 
exposition, the flesh has no'such 
signification. 

3. Is it reasonable to suppose 
the term, dead, here means dead 
in sin, when it is used in another 
sense, that is, literally, just before; 
—“ who is ready to judge the 
living, and the dead.” 

4. In the reasoning on the 
passage, it is implied, that they, 
to whom the gospel is not preach- 
ed, will not be convicted and con- 
demned upon publick evidence. 
“The gospel was preached to 
them, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh ; 
that is, that by the medium of the 
gospel they might be convicted 
and condemned upon the same 
publick evidence, on which crim- 
inals are convicted in human ju- 
dicatories.” But will not men, 
destitute of gospel light, be con- 
victed and condemned upon like 
evidence? They will indeed be 
judged by the law of nature. But 
the evidence, on which they will 
be judged, will be as publick, as 
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the evidence on which others 
will be judged. How then can 
their being judged in that man- 
ner be the particular end of 
preaching the gospel to them ‘ 

After these remarks, it will 
not be deemed unsuitable to in- 
troduce some of Leighton’s ob- 
servations on the passage. By 
them that are dead, he conceives, 
the apostle means such as had 
heard and believed the gospel, 
and now were dead. “ And this,” 
says the pious expositor, “ he 
doth to strengthen the brethren 
to whom he writes, to commend 
the gospel to them to this intent, 
that they might not think the 
end and condition of it hard and 
grievous ;—INasmuch as it was 
the constant end of the gospel, 
and they that had been saved by 
jt went the same way he points 
out to them.” 

Dr. Guise gives a similar con- 
struction of the passage. “ This 


is the end for which the gospel 
was preached to those believers, 
who are now the dead in Christ, 
as well as to those who are still 
living upon earth, that they, 
by a divine power attending it, 
being thoroughly mortified and 
dead to their former sinful incli- 
nations and courses of life, might 
be eventually censured and con- 
demned, and even put to death, 
for their novel principles and 
behaviour, as being judged accor- 
ding to the principles of corrupt 
nature ; but that they might re- 
ally live after a spiritual manner 
by a holy conformity to the im- 
age and will of God in their re- 
newed souls.” 

These queries are modestly 
suggested to our correspondent, 
who is entitled to our most re- 
spectful consideration, and to the 
inquisitive reader, who is left to 
form a conclusion for himself. 

. Eprrors. 
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PARAPHRASE ON ECCLESIASTES 
XII. 1l—7. 


(From Bishop Horne.) 


A view of the different ma- 
terials of which man is compos- 
ed, may teach us to form a pro- 
per estimate of him. He stands 
between the two worlds, the nat- 
ural and the spiritual, and par- 
takes of both. His body is ma- 
terial, but its inhabitant descends 
from another system. His soul, 
like the world from which it 
comes, is immortal; but his 
body, like the world to which it 
belongs, is frail and perishable. 
From its birth it contains in it 


the seeds and principles of disso- 
lution, toward which it tends eve- 
ry day and hour, by the very 
means that nourish and maintain 
it, and which no art can protract, 
beyond a certain term. In spite 
of precaution and medicine, “the 
evil days will come, and the years 
draw nigh, when he shall say, I 
have no pleasure in them.”— 
Pains and sorrows will succeed 
each other, as “the clouds return 
after the rain,’ blackening the 
face of heaven, and darkening the 
sources of light and joy. The 
hands, those once active and 
vigorous “ keepers of the house,” 
grown paralytic, shall “ trent 
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ble ;” and “the strong men,” 
those firm and able columns, 
which supported it, shall “ bow 
themselves,” and sink under the 
weight ; the external “ grinders” 
of the food, the teeth, “ shall 
cease, because they are few,” 
and the work of mastication shall 
be imperfectly performed. Dim 
suffusion shall veil the organs of 
sight, “ they that look out of the 
windows shall be dark‘aed.” 
“ The doors,” or valves, “ shall 
be shut in the streets,” or alleys 
of the body, when the digestive 
powers are weakened, and the 
sound of the “ internal grinding 
is low.” Sleep, if it light upon 
the eye-lids of age, will quickly 
remove again, and “he will rise 
up” at the time when the first 
“ voice of the bird proclaims the 
approach of the morning. All 
the daughters of musick shall be 
brought low ;” he will hear no 
more the voice of singing men, 
and singing women. ‘Timidity 
and distrust will predominate, 
and he will be alarmed at every 
thing; “he shall be afraid of 
that which is high, and fears shall 
be in the way.” As the early 
*“ almond tree,” when it flour- 
ishes in full blossom, his hoary 
head shall be conspicuous in the 
congregation, the sure prognost- 
ick not of spring,alas, but of win- 
ter; he who like “ the grass- 
hopper,” in the season of youth 
was so sprightly in his motions, 
now scarce able to crawl upon 
the earth, “ shall be aburden” to 
himself, and the organs of sense, 
being vitiated and impaired, * de- 
sire” and appetite “ shall fail.” 
The spinal marrow, that “ silver 
cord,’ with mfinite ramifications 
of the nerves, thence derived, 
willbe relaxed and lose its tone ; 
‘and the golden bowl,” the re-« 
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ceptacle of the brain, from which 
it proceeds, “ shall be broken.” 
The vessel by which, as a “ pitch- 
er,” the blood is carried back ‘to 
the heart for a fresh supply, 
shall be bfoken at the fountain, 
and the wheel, or instrument of 
circulation, which throws it 
forth again to the extremities of 
the body, shall be broken at the 
cistern. When this highly fin- 
ished piece of mechanism shall 
be thus disjointed and dissolved, 
* then shall the dust,” of which 
it was formed, “return to the 
earth as it was, and the spirit 
shall return to God who gave 
it.” Learn we from hence, to 
bestow on each part of our com- 
position that proportion of time 
and attention, which, upon a due 
consideration of its nature and 
importance, it shall appear to 
claim at our hands. 


—D te 


THE SPIBIT OF THE MINIS-~ 
TRY. 


(From Massillon.) 


We cannot forbear particularly and 
earnestly to recommend the follow- 
ing admirable remarks to the atten- 
tive perusal of all who are clothed 
with the ministerial office. 


“ The spirit of our ministry,” 
says this eloquent divine, “ isa 
spirit of zeal and firmness. It 
is our duty to exhort, to correct, 
to reprove, “in season and out 
of season.” We ought to bear 
our testimony boldly against 
publick sins and abuses. The 
face of a Christian minister 
ought not to blush for the ig- 
nominy, which indulgences, 
unbecoming his character, never 
fail to produce ; he bears, writ- 
ten upon his forehead, with much 
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more majesty than the High- 
Priest of the law, “ the doctrine 
and the truth;” he ought to 
know no one according to the 
flesh. He who, by the imposi- 
tion of hands, has been set apart 
to the holy ministry, should 
manifest an heroick disposition, 
which elevates him above his 
own weaknessy—which infuses 
into him noble, great, generous 
sentiments, and such as are wor- 
thy his elevated calling,—which 
raises him above fears, hopes, 
reputation and opprobrium, and 
above every thing which influ- 
ences the conduct of other men. 

Now, this spirit of courage and 
firmness is very much opposed 
to the spirit of the world. For 
the spirit of the world is a tem- 
porising spirit;—a spirit of po- 
liteness, complaisance, atten- 
tions, and management. To pass 
well with the world, a mar must 
have no opinion of his own; he 
must think always with the 
greatest number, or at least with 
the most influential; he must 
have approbation always ready to 
bestow, and wait only for the mo- 
ment when it will be most agree- 
able. Itis necessary. for him to 
be able to smile at impiety ; to 
accustom his ears to the most 
severe and cruel strokes of slan- 
der; to give praise to ambition 
and a desire of preferment ; and 
to suffer a preference to be given 
to natural above moral and spi- 
ritual talents. In fine, if we 
wish to live in the world, we 
must think, or at least speak 
like the world; it will not do to 
carry thither an uncompliant, 
harsh spirit ; for this a person 
would soon become an object of 
ridicule and contempt, and he 
himself would soon become dis- 
gusted with it. Thus we, ‘who 
ought to be “the salt of the 





earth,’ must accommodate our- 
selves to the children of the 
world, and “ lose our savour ;”’ 
we, who ought to be the censors 
of the world, must become its 
panegyrists; we, who ought to 
be “the light of the world,” 
must perpetuate its blindness, 
by our approbation, or by 
our cowardice ; in one word, we, 
who ought to be instruments in 
the salvation of the world, must 
perish with the world. 
Admitting that, when you first 
go to mingle with worldly scenes, 
you may intend not to be se- 
duced from the path of duty ; 
admitting that you at first pos- 
sess silcerity, firmness, and 
courage ; you will soon deviate 
from them. Those ideas of zeal 
and firmness against vice with 
which you enter into the world, 
will soon grow weaker ; intima- 
cy with the world will soon make 
them appear to you unsocial and 
erroneous ; to them will suc- 
ceed ideas more pleasant, more 
agreeable to man, more accord- 
ing to the common manner of 
thinking ; what appeared zeal 
and duty, you will regard as ex- 
cessive and imprudent severity ; 
and what appeared virtue & min- 
isterial prudence, you, will con- 
sider as unnecessary singularity. 
We enter, by little and little, and 
without perceiving it ourselves, 
into their prejudices, and adopt 
the excuses and vain reasoning's 
to which they have recourse to 
justify their errors ; by associat- 
ing with them we cease to think 
them so culpable ; we even be- 
come almost apologists for their 
effeminacy, their idleness, their 
luxury, their ambition, their pas- 
sions ; we accustom ourselves, 
like the world, to give to those 
vices softer names; and what 
confirms us inthis new system 








al ee a 





264. On administering the Rite of Baptism. 


of conduct is, that it has the ap- 
probation of men of the world, 
who give to our cowardly com- 
pliance with their customs, the 
specious names of moderation, 
greatness of mind, acquaintance 
with the world, a talent to render 
virtue amiable; and to the con- 
trary conduct the odious names 
of littleness, superstition, excess 
and severity, calculated only to 
drive people from virtue, and to 
render piety either odious or 
contemptible. Thus, from grat- 
itude, we treat those in a friend- 
ly manner who bestow upon our 
cowardice the honour and homage 
due to firmness and zeal; we 
believe them more innocent, 
since they think us more amia- 
ble ; we show more indulgence 
to their vices, since they meta- 
morphose our vices into virtues. 
For how uncommon is it for peo- 
ple to be severe and troublesome 
censors of their admirers ? and 
how few are there like Barnabas 
and Saul, who, because they 
would not relax any thing from 
the truth, were stoned by the 
very people who, but a moment 
before, were ready to offer in- 
cense to them as to gods de- 
scended upon earth ? 


i 


GN THE ADVANTAGES OF PUB- 
LICKLY ADMINISTERING THE 
RITE OF BAPTISM. 


(From the Christian Observer). 

Havine observed the impres- 
sion made on a full congrega- 
tion by the baptism of a child 
during the service, and by a se- 
rious address inthe sermon to 
parents, sponsors, and all baptiz- 
ed persons, concerning their ob- 
ligations and duties, and their 
criminality, if they did not at- 
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tend to them; I was led to con- 
clude, that the public adminis- 
tration of this ordinance, during 
divine service (which, except in 
cases of necessity, our church in- 
culcates most decidedly,) would, 
if generally adopted, be produc- 
tive of most important advant- 
ages ; and, consequently, I was 
induced to conclude, that the too 
common custom of baptizing on 
other days except the Lord’s 
Day, or if on the Lord’s Day, af- 
ter the congregation is sepa- 
rated, was, at least, foregoing 
those advantages. 

The Anti-pedobaptists do all 
baptize very fiublickly, and this 
administration of baptism, ac- 
cording to their sentiments, is 
very impressive, and has a great 
effect in producing a favourable 
opinion of their mode of baptiz- 
ing, in the minds of those who 
have not maturely weighed the 
subject ; besides giving the min- 
ister an occasion of addressing 
the consciences, the judgments, 
the passions, or even the preju- 
dices of the assembly. But the 
retired and concealed way, now 
generally adopted by the minis- 
ters of our Church, (contrary to 
the rubrick undoubtedly) seems 
to say to the people, “ It is a 
mere form ; there is no need to 
make it publick ; no instruction 
can be grafted on it; it need- 
lessly lengthens the service.” 
And the unchristian custom of 
making baptisms an occasion of 
a sensual dissipated feast, which 
is too generally connived at, gives 
countenance to this conclusion, 
and advantage to those who ad- 
minister this sacrament in ano- 
ther manner, less scriptural, I 
apprehend, in other respects, but 
more scriptural in that it is made 
a publick, serious and religious 
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service. Indeed I am fully con- 
vinced, that the public adminis- 
tration of infant baptism, with ap- 
posite instructions to all concern- 
ed, would do more to establish its 
scriptural authority than all the 
controversial publications which 
have appeared on the subject. 

But this is by far the least part 
of what I would wish to point 
out. A great deal has been said 
of baptismalregeneration. If we 
say that this always, and of 
eourse takes place, however the 
sacrament is administered, not 
to adduce other objections, it is 
plain that we return to the ofus 
oferatum of the Papists. Yet far 
be it fronga me to deny, that re- 
generation may accompany bap- 
tism, and that it frequently does 
when properly administered. 
Now I was peculiarly impres- 
sed on seeing baptism adminis- 
tered during the service, with the 
idea, that a considerable number 
of true Christians were, all over 
the congregation, uniting in 
prayer, that the child might be 
baptized by the Holy Spirit, and 
made an heir of eternal life. 
Surely, thought I, this way of 
administering the sacred ordi- 
nance gives the most scriptural 
ground to hope that the inward 
and spiritual grace shall accom- 
pany the outward and visible 
sign: and I cannot conceive 
that the private mode of baptiz- 
ing can afford a ground of confi- 
dence which, either on scriptural 
or rational grounds, can be put 
in competition with it. 

But, above all, the opportuni- 
ties that the publick administra- 
tion of baptism gives to the min- 
ister of addressing all descrip- 
tions of persons in his congre- 
gation on their respective duties, 
and their failures in them, ap- 
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pear to my mind of the greatest 
importance. I have long com- 
plied with the general custom, 
and have never, for at least twen- 
ty-five years, baptized a child 
during divine service: but I 
must allow that, having once 
been present where a child was 
thus baptized, the ceremony be- 
ing followed by an appropriate 
address, I was then ‘convinced, 
that by private baptism, (in which 
I include baptizing in the church, 
except during divine service on 
the Lord’s Day, or on some pub- 
lick occasion) many advantages 
of exhorting and establishing our 
congregations were lost; and 
many advantages given to those 
who endeavour to draw our peo- 
ple from us. 
Icnotus. 





FRAGMENT. 


(From the Christian Observer.) 


IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS OF BOL- 
INGBROKE. 


“ No religion,” said that deisti- 
cal nobleman, “ ever appeared in 
the world, whose natural tenden- 
cy was so much directed to pro- 
mote the peace and happiness of 
mankind, as Christianity. No 
system can be more simple and 
plain than that of natural relig- 
ion, as it stands in the gospel. 
The system of religion which 
Christ published, and his evangel- 
ists recorded, is a complete sys- 
tem to all the purposes of relig- 
ion, natural and revealed. Chris- 
tianity, as it stands in the gospel, 
contains not only a complete, 
but a very plain system of re- 
ligion. The gospel is, in all 
cases, one continued lesson of 
the strictest morality, of justice, 
of benevolence, and of univer- 
sal charity.” 
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Revicw of Mew jpublications: 


The beneficial Influence of the Gos- 
pel. A Sermon preached before 
the Society in Scotland for pro- 
tagating Christian Knowledge 
in the Highlands and Islands, 
at their Anniversary Meeting 
in the High Church of Edin- 
burgh, June t4, 1804, dy the 
Rev. Wattrer Bucanan, 
A.M. one Of the Ministers of 
Canongate, Edinburgh. 

Tuts is an excellent sermon. 
The style of the preacher is ani- 
mated and elegant, serious and 
impressive. His opinions are or- 
thodox ; his information various, 
extensive, and particular. He is 
not one of those, who “ mount 
the rostrum with a skip, 
abd then skip down again.” 
His sermon is long, but were it 
longer, it would not tire the 
reader. The preacher feels as 
he speaks, and like “a workman” 
pleads the cause of God; while 
he informs his hearers, he inter- 
ests their affections; while he 
convinces their understanding, 
he persuades their hearts. 

‘The text, which is the founda- 
tion of this discourse, is Phile- 
mon ver. 11. Which in time past 
was to thee unprofitable, but now 
frofitable to thee and me, 

A few sentences may give 


some idea of the sermon. P. 33. 

“As Christians multiplied in the 
world, the happy effects of the gos- 
pel became more and more apparent. 
The knowledge of their principles, 
and the influence of their example, 
were gradually diffused through the 
community, and produced an import- 
ant alteration in the aaa and usa- 

s of the people at large. Gross 
Clolatry with, itp train of attendant 
abominations, vanished before it : 
men began to entertain juster con- 
ceptions of God, and their duty: a 


higher standard of morals was intro- 
duced; and crimes, which forme 
stalked abroad without a blush, fled 
from the view of men, and took refuge 
m the shades of night. In every 
country where Christianity prevail, 
it meliorated the condition, and exalt- 
ed the character of man. It encou- 
raged the arts of peace, mitigated 
the calamities of war, gave protec- 
tion andconsequence tothe lower ranks 
of society, and rescued the female 
sex from that degraded and servile 
state, to which they were subjected 
throughout the whole heathen world. 
While it taught the poor to be con- 
tented and industrious, it restrained 
the power of the great, checked the 
arrogance of the rich, and infused 
into the breasts of all, who felt its 
power, a tender sy mpathy for the 
woes of others. In the whole range 
of Pagan antiquity, no traces are to 
be found of any asylum for the indi- 
gent or afflicted, the helpless orphan 
and destitute widow: but wherever 
the gospe} extended its influence, in- 
stitutions were formed, and houses 
were opened for the relief of almost 
every species of human sorrow. In 
fine, it has contributed more than any, 
nay, than all other causes, to buman- 
ize the heart and to civilize the man- 
ners of mankind.” 


——2D+ eo 


The moral Tendency of Man’s 
Accouniableness to God; and 
its influence on the hafipiness of 
seciety. A Sermon fireached on 
the day of the General Election 
at Hartford, i the Staie of 
Connecticut, May 9th, 1805. 
By Assnet Hooker, a.m. 
Pastor of the Church in Goshen. 
Hartiord. Hudson & Goodwin. 
Arter a careful perusal, and 

re-perusal of this discourse, we 

hesitate not to pronounce it ex- 
cellent. Notwithstanding the 
uncandid and imjudicious sug- 
gestions of certain individuals, 
we are bold to say, it is truly and 
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uncommonly excellent. We say 
this without any risk of charac- 
ter. For in this case we already 
have the advantage of knowing 
the publickopinion. The enlight- 
ened Christian publick, as far 
as it has been acquainted with 
this discourse, has pronounced 
itone of the best ever delivered 
on such anoccasion. But let all 
whe have opportunity read and 
judge for themselves. We shall 
esteem it a happy circumstance, 
if those remarks which have evi- 
dently been designed to sink the 
value, and circumscribe the in- 
fluence of this sermon, should 
make it more generally known. 
For we doubt not, the more it is 
known, the more it wil be ap- 
proved and admired. The preach- 
er displays, to an uncommon de- 
eree, the qualifications which his 
office requires, and which the in- 
teresting occasion particularly 
called for. In every part he 
shows himself the dignified 
Christian orator. There is no 
appearance of lightness, grovel- 
jing sentiment, adulation, or in- 
decision. He is full of his sub- 
ject, which is very important and 
well chosen. His language is at 
once copious and energetic. We 
make no quotations, as it would 
be difficult to treat the discourse 
with justice, without transcribing 
the whole. 

We add the pleasing informa- 
tion, that the amiable author is, 
with increasing reputation and 
influence, employed in the im- 
portant work of teaching stu- 
dents in divinity. 

ea - 

A Treatise on Infant Baptism, 
proving, from the scriptures, 
that infants are fropfier subjects 
of Baptism, were so considered 
Sy the Apostles, and did receive 


that ordinance under thetr mtn- 

istry. By Isaac Curinton, 

Pastor of a church in South- 

wick. Springfield. Henry 

Brewer. 

In the Ist. section, the author 
states the poimt in controversy. 
“On the one side it is maintain< 
ed, that the infants of believers 
have a right to visible member- 
ship in the church, ard are pro+ 
per subjects of the seal of the 
covenant. On the other side the 
Baptists not only deny this doc- 
trine, but endeavour to maintain, 
that baptism, when administered 
to the children of believers, is 
not valid. On this account they 
deny us communion at the 
Lord’s table ; and in this respect 
make no difference between us 
and heathen.” 

In the second and third sec- 
tions, he proves from various 
passages both in the Old and 
New Testament, “* That the cov- 
enant, which God made with 
Abraham, was the covenant of 
grace, and that the gospel dis- 
pensation is the fulfilment of the 
mercy covenanted te Abraham ; 
and consequently that the same 
persons, who were subjects of 
the seal when the covenant was 
first instituted, are subjects of 
the seal now, and that the same 
qualifications, which were once 
sufficient, are sufficient . still. 
That as the infants of believers 
were then the subjects of the 
ancient seal, which was circum- 
cision ; such are now subjects of 
baptism, the present seal.” 

In the fourth section he shews, 
that “ the character of people in 
covenant, and of people out of 
covenant, is described in the 
same manner andyby the same 
terms, both under the Abrahamic 
and under the Christian dispen- 
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sation; and consequently, that 
under both dispensations, the 
church is the same. And that 
as the same character is given to 
the children of believers, as to 
believers themselves, both have 
an equal right to the seal of, and 
to a standing in the covenant of 
God.” 

In the fifth section, he adduces 
“ evidences of the fact, that in- 
fants were baptized by the apos- 
tles.” These evidences are stat- 
ed in a clear, and applied in a 
forcible manner. 

And as the Baptists generally 
demand some plain example, or 
express precept for the applica- 
tion of the seal of the covenant 
to infants under the gospel dis- 
pensation, the author, in his 
sixth section, meets them on their 
own ground. He there shews, 
that “the children of believing 
Jews were circumcised ynder the 
ministry of the apostles and by 
the direction of the Holy Ghost ; 
that circumcision among the 
Christian Jews, was, by the apos- 
tles, considered in the same 
light, and as having the same 
validity as baptism among the 
believing Gentiles, and as appli- 
cable to subjects of the same de- 
scription. And consequently, 
that we have the explicit exam- 
ple of the apostles, and the ex- 
press direction of the Holy 
Ghost to apply to infants the ex- 
isting seal of the covenant of 
grace.” 

In some following sections he 
farther elucidates and applies this 
argument, by shewing, that cir- 
cumcision was no part of the 
ceremonial law, and was never 
considered as such bv the apos- 
tles ; but as a seal of the cove- 
nant of grace ; and that they al- 
ways disallowed it, when the Ju- 
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daizing teachers contended for it 
asa Mosaic rite, binding men to 
keep the ceremonial law, which 
law was done away in Christ. 

The author has treated his 
subject with great candour, pere 
spicuity and judgment. He has 
brought up to view some argu- 
ments, which we have never seen 
in other writers on the subject. 
And by his critical and judicious 
remarks, he has cast new light 
on several passages of scripture. 

We recommend his treatise to 
the attentive perusal of those 
who wish for information on a 
subject so much controverted at 
the present day. 


——2 + oe 


The sublime Nature of Christian- 
ity froved by the extraordinary 
Manner in which it was com- 
municated to the World. A Ser- 
mon delivered at Greenland, 
May 22, 1805, at the Ordina- 
tion of the Rev. James Arm- 
strong Neal, to the pastoral 
Care of the Church and Society 
in that Place. By Jesse Ap- 
PLETON, A.M. Congregational 
Minister in Hampton, Ports- 
mouth. Pierce and Gardner. 
1805. P.24. 


Tue text is chosen from Hag- 
gai il. 6,7. I will shake the heav- 
ens and the earth, the sea and the 
dry land; I will shake all nations, 
and the Destre of all nations shall 
come. The plan proposed is, to 
inquire, 1. Why Jesus Christ is 
called the desire of all nations. 
2. To consider the mighty prep- 
arations, Which were made, in 
the course of Divine Providence, 
for revealing Christ to the 
world; and then to conclude 


with some inferences and _ ad- 
This plan is closely 


dresses. 
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adhered to, and ably executed. 
The illustrations are clear and 
perspicuous ; the proofs cogent 
and convincing ; and the whole 
subject is treated with a serious- 
ness, becoming the character of 
a Christian minister, and the so- 
lemnity of the occasion. There 
is no study of musical periods ; 
no search after rhetorical orna- 
ments; no attempt at the ex- 
citement of the passions. Truth 
is directly addressed to the 
understanding and the _ con- 
science. The following passages 
furnish a specimen of the intelli- 
gence of the preacher; of his 
theological knowledge ; and of 
his neat and handsome style of 


composition. 

“However wonderful the Mosaic 
economy, it was altogether subser- 
vient tothe revelation of Jesus Christ. 
It made nothing perfect, but was de- 
signed for the bringing in of a better 
hope. Many of its rites were design- 
ed to create and preserve, in the 
minds of the Jews, an abhorrence of 
the surrounding idolatry, and, at the 
same time, to excite expectation of a 
mere spiritual kingdom. Their sac- 
rifices were typical of Christ’s atone- 
ment; and their sprinklings and ab- 
lutions were significant of spiritual 
cleansing. Their prophets foretold 
Christ, and their church preserved 
the prophecies, which they delivered. 
Even their captivities were made sub- 
servient to the Christian dispensa- 
tion. When the ten tribes, for their 
apostacy, were carried captive into 
Assyria, and placed in Halah and in 
Habor, and inthe cities of the Medes, 
(2 Kings xvii. 6.) they doubtless com- 
municated to their conquerors some 
knowledge of the Mosaic religion, 
and some general account of those 
prophecies, which had, at that time, 
been delivered concerning Christ. 
The same was done by the remaining 
tribes, when they were removed to 
eee, The same was done by 
those Jews, who, in later ages, but at 
different periods, were carried cap- 
tive to Alexandria, to Lybia and 
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Cyrene. In this manner, the shak- 
ing of nations made way for the 
coming of the Son of Man.” 


“Let us suppose that mankind had 
become only a little too ignorant and 
vicious, and that in order to be set 
right they needed nothing but some 
clearer instructions in morality, and 
as to the consequences of virtue and 
vice; let us suppose, likewise, that 
amendment of life makes atonement 
for past sin, and one cannot possibly 
account for the astonishing manner, 
in which the religion of Jesus was 
introduced. _ If we suppose him to be 
only a good and great philosopher, 
somewhat more wise and virtuous 
than Socrates, and divinely commis- 
sioned, as was Moses or Isaiah ; such 
an instructer would indeed be an im- 
portant blessing ; but certainly his 
character would by no means corres- 
pond with the reasonable expectation 
of those, who had read the prophe- 
cies, and were acquainted with those 
events, which were preparatory to his 
coming. On such a supposition, 
there would be, in the divine econo- 
my, an evident want of analogy and 
proportion. That four thousand years 
should have been expended in prepa- 
ration; that divine promises should 
have been made, time after time; 
that a series of prophets should have 
been raised up; that God should 
have essayed, as Moses saith, to go 
and take a nation out from the midst 
of another nation, by temptations, signs 
and wonders; by war, by a mighty hand 
and a stretched out arm, and by great 
terrours ; that this nation should have 
been hedged round and fenced in, so to 
speak, in distinction from all other 
people, with evident regard to the 
Christian dispensation; that other 
nations, even the most distant, should 
have been shaken or quieted, as was 
most conducive to the great design ; 
that these mighty preparations should 
have taken place for no other object 
than to bring in a system of morality, 
the principal design of which was to 
correct the aberrations of a world, 
moderately well disposed already, is 
a supposition, which cannot, without 
extreme difficulty, be reconciled with 
the perfections of him, who hath a- 
bounded towards us in all wisdom and 


prudence.” 
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Religious Fntelligence. 


Extraets from the Yournal of Joun 
SERGEANT, Misstonarpgto the Stock- 
bridge Indians from the Society in 
Scotland, from the first of Fuly, 1803, 
to the first of Fanuary, 1804. 

Jury 1, 1803. Agreeablvy to ap- 
pointment, four of the Onondago 
chicfs came to see me, and introduced 
conversation in the following manner. 

‘“‘Father, There is reason of thank- 
fulness that the great, good Spirit has 
preserved us, that we are able to 
meet together at this time. 

“ We will improve this opportunity 
to let you know further concerning 
our customs. 

“* We have agreed to obey the voice 
of the great, good Spirit, in forever 
forsaking the wicked practice of ex- 
cessive drinking, which we and our 
ancestors have followed, and also all 
other wicked practices. We see your 
heuse of worship, where you meet 
once in a while, particularly one day 
in a week, to worship God. 

“ We think it right that all should 
go into that house to hear the word 
of the great, good Spirit. We be- 
lieve that all who go there to please 
him must go with their spirits; if 
they do not thus, they cannot please 
him. 

‘Further, it is one article of our 
faith to be very attentive to parents, 
and the aged; that it would be im- 
possible for children ever to compen- 
sate their parents for their care of 
them in their infancy. 

“© We have another article of belief, 
that it is the will of the great, good 
Spirit, that man and wife should al- 
ways live together, and never part on- 
by by death. 

‘We wish you to persevere to in- 
culcate upon vour children the neces- 
sity of a reformation, or we shall be a 
ruined people.” 

They concluded by desiring me to 
give them advice how they should 
persevere in their reformation, which 
I afterwards did by the assistance of 
Mr. Parish, the Agent, who speaks 
their language, and had arrived at 
my house after they concluded their 
address. They appeared thankful 


for all the instruction J gave them ; 


strongly favoured the doctrines of the 
prophet, but took no offence when J} 
explained to them the necessity of 
appearing before the great God or 
Spirit in the name of the Saviour he 
had appointed, 

I shewed them a great Bible given 
to the Stockbridge tribe of Indians 
m the year 1745, by Dr. Ascough of 
London; and by help of the many 
plates it contained 1 was enabled to 
give them a short history of the 
whole Bible, shewed them also the 
map of the land of Canaan, the travel 
of the children of Israel through the 
wilderness, to all which they gave 
strict attention, and appeared to be 
well pleased. 

Ang. 4. A general Council of the 
tribe was called. Capt. Hendrick 
then repeated to the people the sub- 
stance of their proceedings among 
ten tribes of the western Indians ; 
particularly at a general Council held 
the beginning of June last, on the riv- 
er Maumee. Their report gave uni- 
versal satisfaction to the tribe. 

There were nine of them in number. 
All had enjoyed perfect health, and 
were remarkably successful in all their 
proceedings with the western tribes. 
One of their speeches, and the an- 
swer, I will here note down. 


Extract from the Fournals of the In- 
dians, being the Sixth Speech deliv- 
ered the Delaware nation, residing at 
Waupehummetuht, or White river, 
on the 15th of April, 1803. 
“Grandfather, again iisten to the 

voice of your grandchildren, the 

Mahkakunnuk. 

“J have observed to you in my 
other speech, that there was and is 
two great Spirits ; the one is holy and 
good, and the other is bad. Like- 
wise there is and has been two sorts 
of white people, who follow two dif- 
ferent paths; the one believes the 
great and good Spirit, and the othér 
the evil spirit. And I will now tell 
you further, that the one loves the In- 
dians in general, and the other has no 
compassion on them. The one has 
been endeavouring to civilize and 
christianize them, and the other has 
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taught them to drink the poisonous 
liquor to excess, and many other 
wicked practices. 

‘‘ This has been the case with the 
different tribes, who formerly inhab- 
ited on the eastward, as well as the 
tribes elsewhere, ever since white 
people came over to this island. 
Some of the tribes accepted the of- 
fers of the good white people, but the 
rest with contempt rejected them ; 
but on the contrary, they took hold 
with both hands the cup of the evil 
minded. 

«“ Grandfather, Be it known unto 
you and your tribes, that all the na- 
tions, who thus rejected civilization, 
and Christian religion, and embraced 
the wicked practices of the white peo- 
ple, were poor, and finally became 
extinct from the earth, and even their 
name is forgotten. 

** But on the other hand, ai/ the 
Indians, who accepted the offer of 
the good white people, were blessed. 
So far as they were faithful, they pros- 
pered, and the remnants of them re- 
main to this day. 

*‘ Grandfather, I will also inform 
you, that the Christian religion was 
offered to my forefathers at first near 
seventy years ago, in consequence of 
which the Sachems and Counsellors, 
who were then living, together with 
their young men, about two hundred 
in number, held a Council to know 
whether it was best for the nation to 
accept the offer or not. Previous to 
that period, many of them had learn- 
ed how to follow the example of the 
bad white people, particularly in 
drinking the poisonous liquors to ex- 
cess, and have prejudice against the 
Christian religion. However, the re- 
sult of the Council was this, not to 
reject the offer before they should 
try it, and let it be preached in one 
certain village, and let every man and 
woman go and hear it, and embrace 
it, if they think it best. And Won- 
nahkatukoke (or Housetonack) was 
the village so chosen. At this place 
I was born, and these my compan- 
ions. There my nation was collect- 
ed, such as were disposed to hear the 
gospel. At the same time there were 
many, as I observed before, who by 
the influence of some wicked Dutch 
people, and by the means of ardent 
spent, would not listen to the voice 
@i.the preacher, and finally all such 


were diminished very fast, some went 
to live amongst other nations, and the 
rest were buried under the earth, 
consequently their villages are des- 
olated, and they were dispossessed 
by the whites. 

‘* But the abovementioned village 
was the on/y one that has remained 
to the last; and the descendants of 
those, who embraced civilization and 
the Christian religion still remain as 
a nation. 

‘‘ Grandfather, I will further in- 
form you that many of the good white 
people of late seem greatly stirred up, 
by the influence of the good Spirit, te 
feel more pity for the Indians in gen- 
eral, consequently they have embodi- 
ed themselves into societ¥es, that they 
may help those they think proper ob- 
jects. Indeed I have never heard of 
such stirring among whites before. 

“‘ And further, one of such socie- 
ties or associations have entered into 
covenant of friendship with my na- 
tion, whose council fire is at Mono- 
kuhtaunuk, (er city of New-York.) 
They are your friends and brothers as 
well as ours. And the great men of 
the United States are more disposed 
to do good towards the people of our 
colour. 

“ Grandfather, Your grandchildren 
the Mohhukkannuk nation, have been 
endeavouring to learn the arts of civ- 
ilization and Christian religion, and 
by long experience they found this 
was the best way for us to live, and 
much easier than the ancient way. 
At the same time I don’t desire you 
to forsake your hunting, or any ef 
your wholesome customs. 

‘“‘Then I took up a white belt of 
wampum and said, 

“ Grandfather, As my ancestors 
and yours have established a covenant 
of friendship, which has been kept 
sacred, and never been violated, and 
having well known the deplorable sit- 
uation of our colour in general, indu- 
ced my nation to come to introduce 
civilization and Christian religion to 
you and your tribes or clans. [The 
Indians are divided into three cians, 
the Turkey, the Turtle, and the Bear, 
and these have their particular chiefs. ] 

“Grandfather, Now I exhort you to 
consider this seriously, and have com- 
passion on your young men, women 
and children, and let them learn this, 
what our white brothers call A. B.C. 


————— 
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which is the foundation of learning. 
It is like as if you stand at the head 
of a living stream; the further you 
followed, you will find it wider, which 
has no end ; and by following it faith- 
fully you will find variousa@dvantages. 
Among other things you will be able 
to open the eyes of our and your 
grandchildren: in the different tribes 
m this country, who always look to 
their grandfathers for advice and 
counsel. 

** Grandfather, Be assured that by 
following this path I and my nation 
have found many advantages. Among 
other things, our white brothers can- 
not so Te cheat us now with regard 
to our land affairs as they have done 
our forefathers. 

“Grandfather, You have heard 
your grandchildren thus far, and as 
I am your true friend, I will speak to 
you further, and I will not hide any 
thing from you. 

“ Having recommended civilization 
and Christian re|.gion to you, I will 
tell you deeply consider the matte r, 
and have compassion on your men, 
women and children. I don’t expect 
you can follow these things st once. 
You know very well, that many of 
the instruments of the white people 
are found to be uséful with us, the In- 
dians, as well as with them. And 
that they are not raincd or poured 
down immediately from heaven by 
the great and good Spirit ; but it is 
his will to use his people as instru- 
ments to manufacture these things to 
be useful to mankind of all colours ; 
just so, it is bis will and good plea- 
sure, to use his good people as instru- 
ments to propagate civilization and 
the Christian religion among the poor 
Indians. 

“‘ Grandfather, I must plainly tell 
you this simple truth, that if you will 
now as a nation accept what I offer 
to you, and follow this plain path, the 
great and good Spirit will bless you, 
that you will become a wise people, 
and you shall increase as to numbers 
and substance ; consequently you will 
be happy in this life and the life to 
come. 

** And further, you will be able to 
hold your lands to the latest genera- 
tions ; for this is the will of the great 
and good Spirit. 

‘I must alsotell you plainly, that if 
you reject such offer, and embrace the 
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cup of the evil minded, you will par. 
ticipate with those nations, whom |] 
have mentioned, in their miseries ; 
you will become poor, in every re- 
spect, and you will be scattered. 
Your villages will be desolated or 
possessed by a people who will culti- 
vate your lands. 

« Then I ask, what vou and my 
grandchildren, the different nations 
will think ; be assured, they will be 
sorry, and you will be despised by 
many ; and finally, you will be extinct 
from the earth. 

“* Therefore, grandfathers, think of 
these things—And may the great and 
good Spirit help you in your delibera- 
tions.” 

A white belt of wampum, with 
a piece of paper sewed on one 
end, on which were written 

A. B. C. and 
1. 2. 3. delivered. 
(To be continued.) 








From a report of the Trustees of 
the Hampshire Missionary Society, at 
their annual mecting in Northampton, 
August, 1805, it appears, that the 
Legislature of Massachusetts have 
granted three hundred dollars to assist 
in educating two Indian lads, descend- 
ants of the late Rev. Mr. Williams of 
Deerfield, who have been for several 
years under the care of Deacon N. 
Ely of Longmeadow. This grant, by 
the trustees of the above society, has 
been entrusted to the management of 
Rey. Dr. Joseph Lathrop, Justin Ely, 
Esq. and Rev. Richard S. Storrs. Te 
dollars have been given for the same 
benevolent object, by Capt. Perez 
Graves of Hatfield.* 

The trustees appropriated one thou- 
sand dollars for the support of mis- 
sionaries, and two hundred and fifty 
for the purchase of books for distribu- 
tion, the ensuing vear. 

Concerning the labours of their 
missionaries the last year, the trustees 
report, that four were employed i in the 
year 1804, viz. Rev. Theodore Hinsdale 
and Rev. Joel Hayes, eighteen weeks, 
in the new settlements in New-York ; 
and Rev. Vinson Gould and Rey. 
Thomas H. Wood, twenty weeks in 
the District of Maine. 


* The society for propagating the gcspel among the 
Indians and others in North America, have for severa} 
years past, contributed §O0,and the twe lasi years, 108 
dolls. to the samc purposs. 
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«Your missionaries (say the trus- 
tees) in the State of New-York per- 
formed their service, mainly, in the 
counties of Chenango and Onondago. 
In the early part of their mission they 
enjoyed such health as to pursue 
their work without interruption and 
with much activity, labouring abund- 
antly not only on the Lord’s day, but 
on other days, with an attentive and 
grateful people, whose lips uttered the 
praises of God for the rich blessing, 
and thanksgiving to the society for 
their affectionate concern for the in- 
terests of immortal souls, who were 
either pining for the bread of Chris- 
tian ordinances, or were perishing 
for lack of knowledge. ut the 
trustees, with humble submission, 
regret the rebuke of God’s provi- 
dence, that, for a number of wecks, 
vour able and faithful missionaries 
were much impeded in their work, 
by bodily infirmities and disease, and 
in consequence of the prevalence of 
sickness, with the advice of physi- 
cians, were compelled to leave their 
service, and return home before the 
expiration of their term. 

Rev. Messrs. Gould and Wood 
were employed for twenty weeks in 
the northern parts of the counties of 
York and Cumberland, now Oxford, 
and on the western borders of the 
county of Kennebeck. Through di- 
vine goodness they, in general, enjoy- 
ed {rood health, and were able to pros- 
ecute their mission through the whole 
of their term with an activity and per- 
severance which manifested how 
much their hearts were in their work, 
and how well placed was the confi- 
dence of the trustees in their integri- 
ty and ability for such arduous em- 
ployments. 

It might gratify the inquisitive and 
pious mind to follow, in our narrative, 
each of our worthy missionaries, both 
eastward and westward, through the 
whole progress of their zealous and 
well chosen labours fer the good of 
our brethren in remote and destitute 
parts of the country. But the same- 
ness of their instructions and of the 
design of their mission, and the same- 
ness of their desires to do geod to 
souls, will render a more general 
view of their labours sufficient for the 
information of the society, and pre- 
vent a report too prolix for the pres- 
ent occasion. 
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Your missionaries have the testi. 
mony of the people, where they have 
been employed, to their constancy, 
skill and fidelity in the discharge of 
their ministry. In almost every set- 
tlement which they visited your mis- 
sionaries found a ready disposition to 
receive them, and cordi to wel. 
come and attend their ministrations, 
excepting when they were prevented 
from assembling for lectures by the 
urgent toils of harvest. And what 
may animate your hopes for the future, 
and enkindle your present thanksgiv- 
ings to God, your missionaries assure 
us, that God generally gave the peo- 
ple an hearing ear, and in many in- 
stances they appeared to have an un- 
derstanding heart. 

Besides the duties of the Sabbath, 
which were often performed in three 
distinct exercises, many lectures were 
preached on other days, so many, that 
one could hardly suppose their bodi- 
ly strength to be equal to their la- 
bours. These lectures were attended 
by goodly numbers of devout hearers. 
Your missionaries administered, as 
opportunities presented, the Christian 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s 
supper. They often visited schools, 
and prayed with, and instructed the 
children. They went from house to 
house inculcating the important du- 
ties of personal and family religion. 

The care and distribution of the 
society’s books added much to their 
other labours. 

The experience and observation of 
missionaries, and the repeated writ- 
ten testimony of the inhabitants of 
the new settlements prove the wis- 
dom of sending pious books to be dis- 
tributed among the people. The nu- 
merous books sent by the society 
have been received with much avidi- 
ty and joy; the recipients feel a pe- 
culiar gratitude fer this mode of ex. 
pressing the Christian benevolence 
of their distant brethren. The most 
happy and permanent effects are stat- 
ed to arise from the instructions 
which those pious writings impart. 
Publick worship, family prayer and 
personal religion have, through the 
co-operation of the Holy Spirit, been 
greatly encouraged and promoted by 
the Bibles and pious writings sent by 
this and other societies. Past suc- 
cess, attending this method of ad- 
vancing Christian knowledge and 
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practice cannot fail to encourage 
and animate the future liberalities and 
exertions of the society in the same 
course. 

Ample testimonies from the in- 
habitants of the new settlements, 
joined to the uniform opinions of your 
missionaries, lead to the conclusion, 
That missionary labours are stil/ great- 
ly needed ; that the necessities of the 
destitute inhabitants far exceed the 
means and exertions which have hither- 
to been made by this and the various 
missionary institutions of this country 
and of Europe. Urgent motives and 
arguments, from duty and compas- 
sion, continue to prompt the liberali- 
ties, the labours, and the import- 
unate supplications of Christ’s disci- 
ples, who, it is hoped, will persevere 


in contributing with a ready mind, of 


their worldly substance, and will dai- 
ly besiege the throne of grace with 
their fervent prayers to the Lord of 
the harvest to raise up, qualify and 
send forth, still more abundantly, la- 
bourers into his harvest. 

The present season, six preachers 
are employed in the seryice of the 
society. Rev. Payson Williston and 
the Rev. Thomas H. Wood, for fif- 
teen weeks, in the counties of Che- 
nango and Onondago, in the State of 
New-York ; and Mr. Royal Phelps, 
a candidate for the ministry, is to la- 
bour for three weeks in the town of 
Adams, and for four weeks in the set- 
tlements called Camden, lying near 
jake Ontario in the same State. 

Rev. Joseph Field, Rev. John Dut- 
ton, and Mr. Samuel Sewal, are en- 
gaged in missionary labours in the 
counties of Oxford and Kennebeck, in 
the Districtof Maine. Mr. Field for 
sixteen weeks, Mr. Dutton for twen- 
ty weeks, and Mr. Sewal for eighteen 
weeks. 

The narrative of the labours of our 
missionaries, for the present season, 
must be deferred until the next an- 
nual report. In the mean time, the 
trustees, from a confidence in the 
piety, zeal, and capacity of your mis- 
sionaries, anticipate happy effects 
from their ministrations and from the 
prayers of the society, and the nume- 
rous friends of our beneyolent institu- 
tion; they anticipate from Christ, the 
source of gracious influences, bles- 
sings upon the missionaries, upon the 
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people they may visit, and upon a 
multitude of perishing sinners. 

The books of the society for the 
four past years have been sent for dis- 
tribution nearly in an equal proportion 
into the State of New-York and the 
district of Maine. They comprise 
920 Bibles, 591 other bound books 
and 6254 pamphlets and small religi- 
ous tracts. 

Since the last annual report, there 
have been paid to the funds of the 
society, $1565, 95 cts. 

The expenditures of the society the 
year past have amounted to $963, 
28 1-2 cts. 

The state of the treasury may be 
seen in the report. of the society’s 
committee for auditing the treasurer’s 
accounts. 

The trustees report to the society, 
and particularly to the liberal subscri- 
bers of the charitable female associ- 
ation, that, by an examination of the 
accounts of the monies added to the 
funds by the contributions of that 
association, effectual aids have been 
afforded to the operations of the socie- 
ty, and that the most substantial bene- 
fits are to be expected in future from 
that pious institution. 

Rey. Mr. Atwater’s legacy of 
eighty dollars, was, by the testator, 
appropriated to the purchase of books, 
and the profits arising from the sale 
of the edition of Doddridge’s Rise 
and Progress was consecrated to the 
same purpose, and 82 dols. 70 cents, 
have already been applied from the 
profits in the purchase of books. 

The trustees express their gratitude 
tothe charitable female association, 
and fiducially rely upon the mercy of 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that in answer to the prayers and lib- 
eralities of the daughters of our Zion, 
the long expected and blessed period 
will be hastened, when the seed of the 
woman shall bruise, effectually, the 
serpent’s head. 

A view of the state of the society’s 
funds affords matter of encourage- 
ment and of ardent thanksgiving to 
God, who has put it into the hearts of 
his people, to take of the wealth 
which he has given them and to con- 
secrate it to the interests of his 
kingdom. 

Let the society and those who fa- 
vour its pious designs joyfully say, 
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* Hitherto the Lord helped us.” 
Let them take to pursue 
their work with renewed ardour, and 
with a humble steadfast hope in God, 
that he will more and more increase 
the means of sending the light of gos- 
pel truth into the remote and desti- 
tute settlements of our country; and 
that he will open a wide door, and 
effectual to increase Christian know- 
ledge among our countrymen, and in 
due time, among the pagan tribes 
which surround our borders. 

Hopeful symptoms, it is thought, 
presage the approaching conversion 
of some of the savages of the wilder- 
ness to Christ. It will certainly be a 
happy preparation for their ingath- 
ering to our Redeemer, when the peo- 
ple, who inhabit our frontier settle- 
ments, shall imbibe the spirit of Je- 
sus, and shall be made obedient to his 
gospel, and thus, by their example, 
allure pagans to revere the name and 
religion of Immanuel. 

Every friend to Zion is entreated 
to put his hand to this work of the 
Lord, and cheerfully to come and de- 
posit his offerings in the treasury of 
Christ, that so, means may be amply 
provided for repairing the walls of 
our Jerusalem, and enlarging the 
boundaries of Zion. How can men 
believe, unless they hear? How can 
they hear, without a preacher ?—How 
can preachers be obtained by the 
numerous, scattered, and divided 
settlements of our country, unless we, 
and others, like minded, appropriate 
a portion of our property, and lend 
our unwearied attention to this good 
work of sending able and pious 
missionaries among them, to make 
known to them the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God and the gospel of our 
salvation? What purpose equally 
valuable as that of procuring gospel 
instructions for perishing sinners, can 
Jay claim to our worldly substance ? 

By the gospel, we and others 
experience a blessing in the 
things of this life. By the gospel 
alone can we learn the way of peace 
with God, and obtain a blessed im- 
mortality in heaven. 

The trustees report to the society 
their opinion, that it is highly expe- 
dient that their liberalities be contin- 
ued and increased from time to time, 
and that it be requested of the sev- 
eral assemblies of Congregationalists 
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and Presbyterians in the county te 
make a publick contribution to the 
funds of the society, upon the next 
annual thanksgiving or upon some 
Lord’s day near that time, as shall be 
found most convenient; and that this 
report be fead in the several Congre- 
gations at some suitable time pre- 
vious to such contribution. 

in ways of charity to our brethren 
may we not humbly hope, through the 
merits of Christ, for the effusions of 
divine grace upon ourselves and our 
children? That of the necessary good 
things of this life we shall receive 
such a bountiful supply, in providence, 
that we may be more and more able 
to bestow, from year to year, abund- 
antly, for the help and salvation of 
others, who are deprived of the rich 
privileges which we enjoy. And all 
“the praise and thanksgiving shall be 
ascribed to that gracious God and 
Saviour, who hath moved us to take 
of his own and give it unto him. 
Amen.” 

QF An account of the books distributed 
by this active and useful Society, and of 
their receipts and expenditures, Sc. 
shall be given in our next number. 

[een 
a Letter, dated London, 
May 31, 1805. 

Tue eleventh anniversary of our 
London Missionary Meeting, com- 
menced on Wednesday, the 8th inst. 
and closed on Friday, the 16th. It is 
kept as an interesting jubilee, for it is 
truly interesting to every person who 
wishes to see the spread of the king- 
dom of Messiah. The last general 
meeting has been more numerously 
attended than any one preceding. I 
suppose there were no less than three 
hundred ministers present, composed 
of almost every denomination. The 
preaching plan was as follows: On 
Wednesday morning, Dr. Williams 
of Rotherham, formerly of Oswestry, 
preach: «t Rowland Hill’s Surry 
Chapel. _, the evening, Mr. Nichol 
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of London preached at the Taber- 


nacle, late Mr. Whitefield’s. Thurs- 
day evening, Mr. Slatterie of Chat- 
ham preached at Zion’s Chapel, late 
On Friday morn- 
ing Mr. Thomason of Cambridge, a 
churchman, preached at St. Bride 
church; and, in the evening, the 
Lord’s Supper was administered to 
several hundreds at Spa Ficlds Chap- 
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el, who were admitted to partake by 
tickets obtained from the several 
ministers present. At each of these 
meetings there were collections, for 
the first time, for the society, which 
amounted to more than 600/. 

** On Thursday morning, 10 0’clock, 
the society met at Mr. Brooksbank’s 
meeting-house, to hear the report of 
the directors, which, on the whole, 
was very interesting, particularly in 
reference to the South African Mis- 
sion, which set forth a great work of 
grace going on amongst the Hotten- 
tots. It stated, with several others, 
the remarkable conversion of seven- 
teen of those that were most notorious 
for their bestiality in vice: several of 
whom are become zealous preachers 
of that doctrine, by the preaching of 
which, they were brought to embrace 
the Saviour. 

The Directors, having turned their 
attention to the eastern nations, it 
was submitted to, and unanimously 
agreed by, the general meeting, that, 
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in order itate a mission te 
China,* be’ in the Chinese lan- 
guage; to accomplish which, the 
Prince of Wales’s Island was thought 
a proper place, to send persons with 
proper apparatus for printing, &c. 
because half of the inhabitants are 
said to be ihdustrious Chinese me- 
chanics,” Assembly’s Mag. 

The Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, in England, have resolved 
to print, without delay, an edition of 
the Welch Bible, with the usual mar- 
ginal references, and with the com- 
mon prayer prefixed. The size will 
be a crown octavo, andthe number of 
copies to be printed twenty thousand. 
These are to be distributed by the 
society, at about one-third part of 
their original cost. The funds of 
this verv respectable society have 
been largely increased by some recent 
bequests. ib. 

* Something omitted=probably the words * the 
scriptures."” 
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American Annals; or a chronolog- 
ical history of America from its dis- 
covery in 1492 to 1806, intwo volumes. 
By AbielHolmes,D.D.A.A.S.minister 
ot the first church in Cambridge. Vol. 
I. comprising a period of two hun- 
dred years. Cambridge. Hilliard. 8vo. 

One God in one person only: and 
Jesus Christ a being distinct from 
God, dependent upon him for his ex- 
istence and his various powers ; main- 
tained and defended. By John Sher- 
man, pastor of the first church in 
Mansfield, Connecticut. Worcester. 
I. Thomas, jun. 1805. 8vo. p. 193. 

An examination of the representa- 
tions and reasonings contained in 
seven sermons lately published by 
Rev. Daniel Merrill, on the modes 
and subjects of baptism; in several 
Jetters addressed to the author; in 
which it is attempted to shew that 
those representations and reasonings 
were not founded in truth. By Samuel 
Austin, A.M. Worcester. 1. Thomas. 


An Address to the members of'the 
Merrimack Humane Society at their 
anniversary meeting in Newburyport, 
Sept. 3, 1805. By Daniel Appleton 
White. Third Edition. E. M, 
Blunt. , 

Two discourses on prayer, particu- 
larly on family worship. Preached in 
Wiscasset, Feb. 12, 1804. By Heze- 
kiah Packard, A.M. minister of Wis- 
casset. Babcock and Rust. 

Christianity the friend of man. 
Philadelphia. W. P. Farrand & Co. 
Price 62 cents. 

The Care of the Soul; or an an- 
swer to the great question, What 
shall Ido to be saved? By Andrew 
Fuller. Boston. Manning & Lor- 
ing. 

a Discourse del‘vered at an even- 
ing Lecture in the South Meeting~ 
house, in Portsmouth, N. H. 3lst 
July, 1805. It being the evening suc- 
ceeding the session of an ecclesiasti- 
cal council convened respecting the 
separation of the Rey. Timothy Al- 
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den, jun. from his pastoral relation to 
the South Church and Congregation 
in that town; by Jonathan French, 
A. M. Pastor of the South Church in 
Andover. Portsmouth. W. & D. 
Treadwell. 1805. 

A valedictory Discourse, delivered 
at the South Church in Portsmouth, 
N. H. Aug. 11, 1805. - By Timothy 
Alden, collegiate pastor with the Rev. 
Samuel Haven, D. D. To which is 
added an Appendix, containing a Re- 
sult of an ecclesiastical council, and 
a Recommendation of Mr. Alden, 
unanimously voted by the church and 
congregation of the South Parish in 
Portsmouth. Portsmouth. W.& D. 
Treadwell. 1805. 

A Sermon preached at the Funeral 
of Mr. Benjamin Baldwin, of Pelham, 
N. H. who died July 26, 1804, aged 
23. By John H. Church, pastor of 
the church in Pelham. Ambherst, 
Joseph Cushing. 1804. 

A Discourse delivered at the Fune- 
ral of Mrs. Mahitabel Atwood, of Pel- 
ham, N. H. whodied March 11, 1803, 
aged 78. By John Hubbard Chirch. 
Amherst. Joseph Cushing. ..1805. 

Two Discourses on the perpetuity 
and provision of God’s gracious cove- 
nant with Abraham andhis seed. By 
Samuel Worcester, A. M. Pastor of 
the Tabernacle Church in Salem. 
Haven Pool, Salem. 1805. 80 p. 
8vo. 30 cts. 

A Sermon delivered at the Ordina- 
tion of Rev. William Bascom, to the 
pastoral care of the first church in 
Fitchburgh, October 16, 1805. By 
Abiel Holmes, D. D. Pastor of the 
first church in Cambridge. W.. Hil- 
liard. Cambridge. 

A great faith described and incul- 
cated. A Sermon, by Isaac Backus, 
A.M. Pastor of a church in Middle- 
borough. Boston. E, Lincoln. 


NEW EDITIONS. 

The Sabbath; a poem. The first 
American edition. Towhich are now 
added, Sabbath Walks. New York. 
Collins, Perkins and co. 1805. 

The life of God inthe soul of man ; 
or, the nature and excellency of the 
Christian Religion. By Henry Scou- 
gal, M.A. Bhiladelphia. Nichols. 

A new and much improved edition 
of Morse’s Universal Geography ; or 
a view of the present state of all the 
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empires, kingdoms, states, and re. 
publicks in the known world, .and of 
the United States of America in par- 
ticular. In2parts. The whole com- 
prehending a complete and_ifapro- 
ved system of modern geography, 
calculated for Americans.  Illus- 
trated with 6 maps, and accompanied. 
by a new and elegant General Atlas 
of the World, containing (in a sepa- 
rate quarto volume) 63 maps, and 
comprising all the new discoveries to 
the present time. Fifth edition, cor- 
rected and improved. Boston. Thom, 
as & Andrews. Price 12 dols. 50 cts. 
Without the atlas 6 50. 

The Ancient History of the Egvp- 
tians, Carthaginians, Assyrians, Ba- 
bylonians, Medes and Persians, Mace- 
donians and Grecians. By Charles 


Rollin, late principal of the university © 


of Paris, professor of eloquence in the 
Royal College, and member of the 
Royal Academy of Inscriptions and 
Belles Lettres. [Illustrated with 
plates. 8 vols. 12mo. Boston, Mun- 
roe & Francis. 

Kett’s Elements of General Knowl- 
edge, introductory to useful books in 
the principal branches of Literature 
and Science. Designed chiefly for 
the junior students in the univer- 
sities, and the higher classes in 
schools. By Henry Kett, B. D,. 
Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, 
Oxford. Boston. C. Bingham. 2 
vols. 12mo. Price $2 25. 

The Excellency of Christ: A ser- 
mon, by Jonathan Edwards, D. D. 
Boston. E. Lincoln. 

A new and improved edition of a 
Sequel to the English Reader ; or el- 
egant selections fi prose and poetry. 
By Lindley Murray. 

N.B. This work, with most of the 
others published by this celebrated 
American author, have been re-pub- 
eee, by Collins, Perkins & Co. N. 

ork. ‘ . 


IN THE PRESS. 

The Seaman’s Preacher, consisting 
of nine short and plain discourses on 
Jonah’s voyage, addressed to marin- 
ers. By Rev. James Ryther, minister 
at Wapping, England. Designed to 
be put into the hands of sailors and 
persons going to sea. With a preface 
by the Rev. John Newton. Caig- 
bridge. W. Hilliard. 
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Mrs. Warren’s history of the rise, 
progress, and termination of the A- 
merican Revolutionary War. Boston. 
Manning and Loring. 

The second volume of American 
Annals, by Rev. Dr. Holmes. Cam- 
bridge. W. Hilliard. 

Vincent’s Explanation of the As- 
sembly’s Shorter Catechism. Nor- 
thampton. W. Butler. 

Orton’s Exposition of the Old Tes- 
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tament, in six volumes 8vo. Charles- 
town. Samuel Etheridge. (> The 
five first volumes are completed, the 
last is commenced. 

An American edition of President 
Edwards’s works is contemplated, by 
I. Thomas, jun. of Worcester, to be 
prepared for the press and superin- 
tended by Rev. Samuel Austin and 
others. 








Obituary. 


Flow are the lovely fallen-¢ 
 Insatiate archer ! Could not one suffice? 


‘Thy shaft flew thrice, and thrice our peace was slain ; 
And thrice, ere twice yon moon had fill’d her horn,” 


At Beverly, Sept. 10, after nearly a 
week’s sickness, Mr. W1LL1am Lov- 
ert, aged 27, leaving a widow and 
two children; Oct. 14. after a fort- 
night’s sickness, Mr. Joun Loverrt, 
aged 36, and Oct. 22, after a fort- 
night’s sickness, his widow, Mrs. 
Hannau Lovett, leaving four or- 
phans. In uncommon intimacy and 
tenderness these brothers with their 
families lived in houses almost conti- 
guous. To the three deceased the 
following passage is peculiarly appro- 
priate, ** They were lovely and plea- 
sant in their lives, and in their death 
they were not divided.” Pages 
might be written in attempting to 
delineate their moral virtues and 
Chirstian graces, to show how great 
a loss their surviving relatives, numer- 
ous friends, the poor, the bereaved 
church of Christ, and the publick, 
have sustained in the death of each. 
Each was distinguished by superiour 
mental powers and improvements, and 
still more distinguished by sweetness 
of disposition and manners. How are 
the lovely fallen! 


«“ Resign’d they fell ; superiour to the 


dart, 


Thatkeenly stings in many a bleeding 
heart.” 


At Charleston (S. C.) Mr. 
Lortnc Anprews, one of the edi- 
tors of the Charleston Courier. 


At Litchfield (Con.) Mrs. Ex1za- 
BETH Wo.xcort, wife of the Hon. 
O.iver Wo.coTrT. 

At Concord Dr.Aset PrescorrT, 
aged 88, formerly an eminent phy- 
Sician. 

At Williston (Ver.) Dr. THomas 
Benny, aged 66; a distinguishedSur- 
geon in the American Revolution. 

At Lexington, the Rev. Jonas 
Crark, aged 75. 

Mr. James THompson, aged 40; 
E.izaBeTH, his wife, aged 41 ; and 
Wi.u1raM, their son, aged 7; were 
all unfortunately drowned in a large 
brick-pit at Bristol, (Eng.) The son 
was playing with a hoop, near the brink 
of the pit, and, endeavouring to stop 
it from rolling into the water, fell in. 
The mother ran to his assistance, and 
overreaching herself to lay hold of his 
clothes, get also out of her depth. 
The father, hearing their eries, ran to 
the spot, and seeing the dreadful 
situation of his wife and child~in the 
very act of sinking—he, in a state of 
distraction, plunged into the water, 
(about 11 feet deep), in the hope of 
rescuing them ; but missed his aim, 
and they all-perished. When the 
bodies were found, about an hour af- 
ter the accident, the mother had her 
son clasped in her arms. 

Suddenly, while in bed with her 
husband. Joan, wife of Rosert 
Monpay, of Crowless, in the parish 
of Ludgvan. On the discovery of her 
death, her husband, who had been 
some time rather indisposed, remov- 


ed to another bed, and died in about 
six hours after. 
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BACKSLIDING BEMOANED. 


O, THe dark clouds, that veil my soul, 
_ And spread a dreary gloom around ! 
Vain thoughts my pious thoughts control, 
And every virtuous wish confound. 
Awhile I rose the arduous hill, 
Which leads to heav’n’s etherial plains, 
But, careless, lost my hold, and fell 
Down toward the deep, where darkness reigns. 
O, had I kept a steady 
Up toward the realms of endless bliss, / 
Where Christ displays his wondrous grace, \ 
Where dwell eternal joy and peace! | 
Ere now the steep I should have past, / 
And reach’d more smooth and pleasant ground, | 
There to have travell’d, till at last fh 
The happy seats of bliss were found. i 
But ah! the steep is forward still, 
To be ascended yet with pain, | 
With tedious steps the rugged hill H 
i 
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I mount, my former height to gain. | 
O gracious God, and King of kings, : at i 
i 


ag hy supreme, of boundless might, ti 
Do thou assist my feeble wings he 
In this laborious, upward flight. } 
Stript of yea alas, I fall, H 
Quickly my feeble strength is gone ; 1a 
Flesh and the world hp a 
By THEE, if left, 1 am undone. 
HOLEM. 
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BEFORE HIS DEATH. 


In sleep’s serene oblivion laid, 
I safely pass’d the silent night, 
At once I see the breaking shade, 
And drink again the morning light. 
New born I bless the waking hour, 
Once more with awe rejoice to de ; 
My conscious soul resumes her power, 
And springs, my gracious God, to thee. 
O guide me through the various maze, 
My doubtful feet are doom’d to tread ; 
And spread thy shield’s protecting blaze, 
When dangers press around my head. 
A deeper shade will soon impend, 
A re yet sleep my eyes oppress : 
Yet still thy strength shall me defend, 


Thy goodness still shall deign to bless. 
That deeper shade shall fade away, 
That deeper sleep shall leave my eyes ; 
Thy light shall give eternal day ! 
Thy love the rapture of the skies. Ghrist. Odsere. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS & PATRONS. 


We have received a fourth Letter to a Brother, from ConsTans, on the 
importance of decision, with which our teaders shall be gratified in the next 
number. 

A sensible and well written “* Address to Ministers,” from an anonymous 
correspondent, shall soon be exhibited for the instruction of those for whom 
itis intended. . 

We thank B. T. for his valuable communication on the subject of * Christ’s 
Divinity, considered as the ground of the Christian’s hope of pardon.” It shall 
early receive its merited attention. 

We recognize with real pleasure the hand of a new correspondent, under 
the signature of “ A Friend to old Divinity.’ His chaste and lucid communi- 
cation, ‘* on the doctrine A the Saints’ Perseverance,” is perfectly coincident 
with the design of our publication. 

ScrIBERE, on the importance of Christ crucified, is received and under consid- 
eration. 





Our PATRONS are informed, that after six months trial it has been found 
expedient, chiefly for the sake of a more convenient, punctual and accurate 
distribution of the work, to transfer its publication to Boston, where, in fu- 
ture, it will be printed by E. Ltncotn, Water-Street. Mr. Epwarp Cor- 
tron, No. 47, Marlborough-Street, will have the sole distribution and sale of 
the work, fo whom all payments in future are to be made, and subscribers are 
to apply for their books. From this new arrangement, we expect that our 
patrons will be more regularly and promptly supplied with their numbers. 

N. B. The 6 first numbers, making half the yearly volume, will be speedily 
half bound, with an index, and offered for sale by E. Cotton, at the original 
cost, with the addition of the binding. New subscribers, therefore, who, we 
have pleasure in saying, are added montlily in considerable numbers to our 
list, may have them in this form, or inthe numbers. Subscribers who have 
not received any, or but a part of their numbers, are requested to send, or 
eall on, Mr. Cotton and complete their sets. 
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AGENTS FOR THE PANOPLIST. 


Rev. Mrcuitt Buioop, Buckstown;—Mr. E. Goopare, Hallowell ;— 
Tuomas Crark, bookseller, Portland;—Tuomas & WuippLe, do. New- 
buryport ;—Cusninc & APPLETON, do. Salem; Isa1au Ttromas, do. 





Worcester ;—W1LLiam Butcier, do. Northampton ;—Wurrtinc, Backus 
& Wuitinc, do. Albany;—T. & J. Sworps, do. New York;—Wwm. P. 
Farranp, do. Philadelphia ;—I. Beers & Co. New Haven ;—O. ID. Cook, 
do. Hartford ;—Mr. Benjamin Cummineos, Windsor, Ver.;—Mr. Lug, 
Bath, Me.—W. Witkinson, Providence. 





